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Experimental protocol to obtain a porcine jejunal segment. General anesthesia was induced by continuous trapanal and fentanyl infusion (T61®, Intervet, Unterschleißheim, Germany) into the right jugular vein. A median laparotomy was performed, and a 10 to 15 cm long segment of jejunum was isolated, including its arterial and venous pedicle. The lymphatic tissue was removed from the jejunal surface. Following systemic administration of 1000 IE/kg heparin (Braun Melsungen AG, Melsungen,Germany) the feeding artery was cannulated with a 6-French catheter and flushed with 100 ml saline solution. Venous backflow was confirmed macroscopically following additional cannulation of the draining vein with an 8-French catheter. Thereafter, the perfusion-dependent jejunal segment was explanted and its luminal surface was flushed with 50 ml saline solution (Braun Melsungen AG, Melsungen, Germany). At the end of the operation, the animal was killed by an anesthesia overdose. The specimen was stored at 4°C in saline solution until further processing.











