Supplementary Material Table:
	Study
	Geographic Location
	Sources of Participants

	
	
	Cases
	Controls

	European
	
	
	

	Zee, 2001
	America
	The Physicians' Health Study (PHS) cohort with MI
	The Physicians' Health Study (PHS) cohort

	Hubacek, 1999
	Czech Republic
	Recruited from the Institute for Clinical and
Experimental Medicine within a 22-month period
	Randomly selected from MONICA Study

	Lorenzova, 2007
	Czech Republic
	Recruited from the Institute for Clinical and
Experimental Medicine between June 2001 and May 2003
	Randomly selected from MONICA Study

	Morange, 2004
	France & North Ireland
	The cohort of The PRIME Study
	The cohort of The PRIME Study

	Unkelbach, 1999
	Germany
	Recruited from the Department of  Cardiology at the University of Giessen and from the Kerckhoff-Klinik (clinic for heart diseases) at Bad Nauheim
	Recruited from the place as the cases

	Koch, 2002
	Germany
	Individuals who underwent examination with coronary angiography at Deutsches Herzzentrum München and  Medizinische Klinik rechts der Isar der Technischen Universität München, München, Germany
	Recruited during the same time period and the same place as the patients and matched for age and gender.

	Koening, 2002
	Germany
	Recruited from Department of Cardiology at the University of Ulm Medical Center for elective coronary angiography during Oct 1996 to Nov 1997
	Occasional blood donors at the local Red Cross center serving the  University hospitals of Ulm

	Nauck, 2002
	Germany
	Recruited from the Heart Center Ludwigshafen between June 1997 and January 2000 (The LURIC Study)
	The same place as the cases

	Longobardo, 2003
	Italy
	Italy§
	Italy§, the same geographic region area to the cases

	Espliguero, 2005
	London
	NA¶
	NA¶

	Morange, 2005
	Sweden, England, France, Italy
	The cohort of The HIFMECH Study
	The cohort of The HIFMECH Study

	(to be continued)
	
	
	

	(continued)
	
	
	

	East Asian
	
	
	

	Pan, 2003
	China
	Jiangsu province, China
	The same place as cases

	Li, 2005†
	China
	Recruited from Renming Hospital of Wuhan University
	Recruited from Renming Hospital of Wuhan University (health check)

	Hu, 2006†
	China
	Recruited from Tongji Hospital, Union Hospital and Renming Hospital of Wuhan University
	Recruited from Tongji Hospital, Union Hospital and Renming Hospital of Wuhan University

	Li, 2007
	China
	Nanjing Drum Tower Hospital
	Nanjing Drum Tower Hospital

	Xie, 2008
	China
	The First Affiliated Hospital, Xinjiang Medical University
	The First Affiliated Hospital, Xinjiang Medical University

	Shimada, 2000
	Japan
	Juntendo University Hospital between April 1997 and October 1999
	Visited 1 medical center in Tokyo for their annual health checkup during the same study period as cases

	Hohda, 2003
	Japan
	Recruited from Kitasato University Hospital, Tachikawa General Hospital, and Shimizu Kohsei General Hospital
	Randomly selected from the general population by the criteria of no history of cardiac disease, and residing on Honshu and Kyushu Islands

	Indian
	
	
	

	Banerjee, 2008
	Indian
	Recruited from the LPS Institute of Cardiology, GSVM Medical College, Kanpur, India, between February 2006 and December 2006
	Recruited from the same hospital as the cases


§ detail could not be obtained, but the study protocol was approved by the Council of the Istitutodi Medicina Interna e Geriatria and by ethical committee of Buccheri La Ferla Hospital, Palermo, Italy.

¶ detail could not be obtained, but the research was conducted within the network of the London IDEAS Genetic Knowledge Park.

† address of authors list is not overlapped.
