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The role of endothelial cells in the differentiation of neural progenitor cells was examined.  Gama-Sosa et al confirmed the presence of endothelial soluble factors which induced the proliferation of neural progenitor cells while maintaining their undifferentiated phenotype. However, direct contact of endothelial cells with neural progenitors resulted in their differentiation into mature neurons in a process mediated by the endothelial cell matrix protein collagen IV. These results will be applied in the future for the design of more effective cell replacement therapies for neurodegenerative conditions.

