Appendix 2: American College of Surgeons National Surgery Quality Improvement Program Data outcome definitions

	Postoperative outcome
	Definition

	Pneumonia 
	Inflammation of the lungs caused primarily by bacteria, viruses, and/or chemical irritants, usually manifested by chills, fever, pain in the chest, cough, purulent, bloody sputum. Enter "YES" if the patient has pneumonia meeting the definition of pneumonia below and pneumonia not present preoperatively. Pneumonia must meet one of the following two criteria:

Criterion 1: Rales or dullness to percussion on physical examination of chest AND any of the following:

a. New onset of purulent sputum or change in character of sputum

b. Organism isolated from blood culture

c. Isolation of pathogen from specimen obtained by transtracheal aspirate, bronchial brushing, or biopsy

or 

Criterion 2: Chest radiographic examination shows new or progressive infiltrate, consolidation, cavitation, or pleural effusion AND any of the following:

a. New onset of purulent sputum or change in character of sputum

b. Organism isolated from blood culture

c. Isolation of pathogen from specimen obtained by transtracheal aspirate, bronchial brushing, or biopsy

d. Isolation of virus or detection of viral antigen in respiratory secretions

e. Diagnostic single antibody titer (IgM) or fourfold increase in paired serum samples (IgG) for pathogen

f. Histopathologic evidence of pneumonia



	Stroke/Cerebral Vascular Accident 
	Patient develops an embolic, thrombotic, or hemorrhagic vascular accident or stroke with motor, sensory, or cognitive dysfunction (e.g., hemiplegia, hemiparesis, aphasia, sensory deficit, impaired memory) that persists for 24 or more hours.

	Cardiac arrest requiring cardiopulmonary resuscitation
	The absence of cardiac rhythm or presence of chaotic cardiac rhythm that results in loss of consciousness requiring the initiation of any component of basic and/or advanced cardiac life support. Patients with automatic implantable cardioverter defibrillator that fire but the patient has no loss of consciousness should be excluded.

	Myocardial infarction
	A new transmural acute myocardial infarction occurring during surgery or within 30 days after surgery as manifested by new Q-waves on electrocardiogram

	Sepsis
	Sepsis is the systemic response to infection. Report this variable if the patient has two of the following clinical signs and symptoms of systemic inflammatory response syndrome:

· Temperature >38 degrees C or <36 degrees C

· Heart rate >90 beats per minute

· Respiratory rate >20 breaths/minute or PaCO2 <32 mmHg

· White blood cell count >12,000 cell/mm3, <4000 cells/mm3, or >10% immature (band) forms

· Anion gap acidosis
 and 

one of the following: positive blood culture, clinical documentation of purulence, or positive culture from any site thought to be causative

	Severe Sepsis
	Sepsis is considered severe when it is associated with organ and/or circulatory dysfunction. Report this variable if the patient has the clinical signs and symptoms of system inflammatory response syndrome or sepsis and documented organ and/or circulatory dysfunction. Examples of organ dysfunction include: oliguria, acute alteration in mental status, acute respiratory distress. Examples of circulatory dysfunction include: hypotension, requirement of inotropic or vasopressor agents


