Appendix 1

Search strategy in MEDLINE:

(((((sensitiv*[Title/Abstract] OR diagnos*[Title/Abstract] OR diagnosis[MeSH] OR diagnostic*[MeSH] OR "diagnosis, differential"[MeSH] OR diagnosis[Subheading] OR "Diagnostic Techniques and Procedures"[MeSH] OR "Sensitivity and Specificity"[MeSH] OR "Diagnostic Errors"[MeSH] OR "Reference Values"[MeSH] OR "Likelihood Functions"[MeSH] OR "likelihood ratio"[All Fields] OR "pre test likelihood"[All Fields] OR "pretest likelihood"[All Fields] OR "posttest likelihood"[All Fields] OR "diagnostic odds ratio"[All Fields] OR incidence[MeSH] OR mortality[MeSH] OR "follow up studies"[MeSH] OR "Longitudinal Studies"[MeSH] OR "Prognosis"[MeSH] OR "Proportional Hazards Models"[MeSH] OR "Risk Assessment/methods"[MeSH] OR "Risk Factors"[MeSH] OR prognos*[All Fields] OR predict*[All Fields] OR course[All Fields] OR cohort[All Fields])) AND (((("Natriuretic Peptide, Brain"[MesH] OR "Natriuretic Peptides"[MesH] OR "Atrial Natriuretic Factor"[MesH] OR "Natriuretic Peptide, C-Type"[MesH] OR "Natriuretic Peptide, Brain"[Substance Name] OR "Natriuretic Peptides"[Substance Name] OR "Atrial Natriuretic Factor"[Substance Name] OR "Natriuretic Peptide, C-Type"[Substance Name])) OR ((natriuretic[All Fields] AND ("peptides"[All Fields] OR "peptide"[All Fields]))))))) AND (("surgery "[Subheading] OR "Surgical Procedures, Operative"[Mesh] OR "Surgery"[Mesh] OR "Perioperative Care"[Mesh] OR surg*))) AND ((Humans[Mesh]))

Search strategy in EMBASE:

(death or survival or mortality) and ((cadiovascular surgery or explode "cardiovascular-surgery" / all SUBHEADINGS in DEM,DER,DRM,DRR or postoperative or post surgery or post surgical)and ((natriuretic peptide) or (explode "brain natriuretic peptide" / all SUBHEADINGS in DEM,DER,DRM,DRR) or (explode "atrial natriuretic peptide" / all SUBHEADINGS in DEM,DER,DRM,DRR) or (explode "NT proBNP" / all SUBHEADINGS in DEM,DER,DRM,DRR)) and ((explode "disease-course" / all SUBHEADINGS in DEM,DER,DRM,DRR or risk or diagnos* or follow up or epidemiology or outcome)or (diagnostic accuracy or receiver operating characteristic or sensitivity and specificity)))

