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Table S1 The detailed GRADE profile 1 

Quality assessment 
No of 

patients 
Effect 

Quality 
Importa

nce 
No 

of 

studi

es 

Design 
Risk of 

bias 

Inconsiste

ncy 

Indirect

ness 

Imprecisio

n 

Other 

conside

rations 

PCA EA 

Rela

tive 

(95

% 

CI) 

Absolute (95% 

CI) 

Pain Scores 1h (measured with: VAS; Better indicated by lower values) 

5 randomis

ed trials 

serious
1
 no serious 

inconsisten

cy 

no 

serious 

indirectn

ess 

no serious 

imprecision 

reportin

g bias
2
 

442 442 - MD 1.9 higher 

(0.47 to 3.33 

higher) 

 

LOW 

CRITIC

AL 

Pain Scores 2h (Better indicated by lower values) 

3 randomis

ed trials 

serious
1
 no serious 

inconsisten

cy 

no 

serious 

indirectn

ess 

no serious 

imprecision 

none 30 28 - MD 2.96 higher 

(0.7 to 5.21 

higher) 

 

MODER

ATE 

CRITIC

AL 

Nausea 

4 randomis

ed trials 

no serious 

risk of 

bias 

no serious 

inconsisten

cy 

no 

serious 

indirectn

ess 

serious
3
 none 44/43

1  

(10.2

%) 

50/43

1  

(11.6

%) 

RR 

0.87 

(0.6 

to 

1.26

) 

15 fewer per 1000 

(from 46 fewer to 

30 more) 

 

MODER

ATE 

IMPORT

ANT 

  20% 

26 fewer per 1000 

(from 80 fewer to 

52 more) 
5
 

Itching 

3 randomis

ed trials 

no serious 

risk of 

bias 

no serious 

inconsisten

cy 

no 

serious 

indirectn

ess 

serious
4
 none 7/407  

(1.7

%) 

16/41

0  

(3.9

%) 

RR 

0.46 

(0.2 

to 

1.07

) 

21 fewer per 1000 

(from 31 fewer to 

3 more) 

 

MODER

ATE 

IMPORT

ANT 

  15% 

81 fewer per 1000 

(from 120 fewer 

to 11 more) 
5
 

Vomiting 

3 randomis

ed trials 

no serious 

risk of 

bias 

no serious 

inconsisten

cy 

no 

serious 

indirectn

serious
3
 none 11/27  

(40.7

%) 

4/30  

(13.3

%) 

RR 

2.91 

(1.0

255 more per 

1000 (from 4 

more to 963 

 

MODER

ATE 

IMPORT

ANT 


