S4 Supplementary Table:  Study quality assessment by Newcastle-Ottawa scale

	Quality assessment

criteria
	Acceptable
	26Chudeau2016
	27Gokay2016
	28Xara2015
	17Seet2015
	29Acar2014
	30Corso2014
	14Proczko2014
	31Pereira2013
	16Lockhart2013
	15Vasu2010

	Selection

	Representativeness

of exposed cohort?
	Representative of average adult in

Preoperative period
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*

	Selection of the

non-exposed

cohort?
	Drawn from same community as exposed

cohort
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*

	Ascertainment of

exposure?
	Secured records, Structured interview, questionnaire
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*

	Demonstration that

outcome of interest

was not present at

start of study?
	(..)
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*

	Comparability

	Study controls for

age/sex?
	Yes
	*
	-
	*
	*
	-
	-
	*
	_
	_
	*

	Study controls for

at least 3 additional

risk factors?
	BMI, Smoking,

Hypertension,

DM etc
	*
	*
	-
	*
	-
	*
	-
	*
	*
	*

	Outcome

	Assessment of

outcome?
	Independent blind assessment, record linkage
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*

	Was follow-up long

enough for outcome

to occur?
	Follow-up
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*

	Adequacy of

follow-up of

cohorts?
	Complete follow-up, or subjects lost to

follow-up unlikely to introduce bias
	*
	*
	*
	-
	*
	*
	-
	*
	*
	*

	Overall Quality Score

(Maximum = 9)
	9
	8
	8
	8
	7
	8
	7
	8
	8
	9
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