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Supplemental Table 4. Semiquantitative analysis of lung electron microscopy

	
	Low-VT/Low-

PEEP/RM-
	Low-VT/Moderate-PEEP/4RM+
	Low-VT/High-PEEP/1RM+
	High-VT/Low-PEEP/RM-

	Alveolar-capillary membrane
	2 (1.5-2)
	1 (0-2)
	1 (1-2)
	2 (1-2)

	Type II epithelial cell
	2 (1.5-2)
	1 (0-1)
	1 (1-2)
	2 (2-2.5)

	Endothelial cell
	0 (0-1)
	0 (0-0.5)
	1 (0-1)
	0 (0-1)


Values are median (interquartile range) of 5 rats/group. A five-point semiquantitative severity-based scoring system was used. Pathologic findings were graded as follows: 0 = normal lung parenchyma, 1 = 1–25%, 2 = 26–50%, 3 = 51–75%, and 4 = 76–100% of examined tissue. All animals were ventilated with the following strategies: Low-VT/Low-PEEP/RM-: VT = 7 mL/kg with PEEP = 1 cmH2O and no RMs; Low-VT/Moderate-PEEP/4RM+: VT = 7 mL/kg with PEEP = 3 cmH2O and RMs before laparotomy and every 1 hour thereafter; Low-VT/High-PEEP/1RM+: VT = 7 mL/kg with PEEP = 6 cmH2O and RMs before laparotomy; High-VT/Low-PEEP/RM-: VT = 14 mL/kg with PEEP = 1 cmH2O and no RMs. 
Low-VT/Moderate-PEEP/RM+ versus High-VT/Low-PEEP/RM- (p=0.005). 

