Appendix 1. Example of search strategy conducted for Systematic Review (MEDLINE)
Step 1

Search (((((("Angiotensin-Converting Enzyme Inhibitors"[Mesh]) OR angiotensin-converting enzyme inhibitors[Title/Abstract]) OR Angiotensin Converting Enzyme Inhibitors[Title/Abstract]) OR Angiotensin-Converting Enzyme Antagonists[Title/Abstract]) OR ACE Inhibitors[Title/Abstract]) OR ACE-I[Title/Abstract])

Step 2 

Search (((((Angiotensin II Receptor Blockers[Title/Abstract]) OR Angiotensin Receptor Blockers[Title/Abstract]) OR Angiotensin II Receptor Antagonists[Title/Abstract]) OR Angiotensin Receptor Antagonists[Title/Abstract]) OR (("Angiotensin Receptor Antagonists"[Mesh]) AND "Angiotensin II Type 1 Receptor Blockers"[Mesh]
Step 3

Search (((((((Angiotensin II Receptor Blockers[Title/Abstract]) OR Angiotensin Receptor Blockers[Title/Abstract]) OR Angiotensin II Receptor Antagonists[Title/Abstract]) OR Angiotensin Receptor Antagonists[Title/Abstract]) OR (("Angiotensin Receptor Antagonists"[Mesh]) AND "Angiotensin II Type 1 Receptor Blockers"[Mesh])))) OR ((((((("Angiotensin-Converting Enzyme Inhibitors"[Mesh]) OR angiotensin-converting enzyme inhibitors[Title/Abstract]) OR Angiotensin Converting Enzyme Inhibitors[Title/Abstract]) OR Angiotensin-Converting Enzyme Antagonists[Title/Abstract]) OR ACE Inhibitors[Title/Abstract]) OR ACE-I[Title/Abstract]
Step 4
Search (operative OR surgical OR surgery OR "Surgical Procedures, Operative"[Mesh])

Step 5

Search (((operative OR surgical OR surgery OR "Surgical Procedures, Operative"[Mesh]))) AND ((((((((Angiotensin II Receptor Blockers[Title/Abstract]) OR Angiotensin Receptor Blockers[Title/Abstract]) OR Angiotensin II Receptor Antagonists[Title/Abstract]) OR Angiotensin Receptor Antagonists[Title/Abstract]) OR (("Angiotensin Receptor Antagonists"[Mesh]) AND "Angiotensin II Type 1 Receptor Blockers"[Mesh])))) OR ((((((("Angiotensin-Converting Enzyme Inhibitors"[Mesh]) OR angiotensin-converting enzyme inhibitors[Title/Abstract]) OR Angiotensin Converting Enzyme Inhibitors[Title/Abstract]) OR Angiotensin-Converting Enzyme Antagonists[Title/Abstract]) OR ACE Inhibitors[Title/Abstract]) OR ACE-I[Title/Abstract])

Step 6

Search (((((operative OR surgical OR surgery OR "Surgical Procedures, Operative"[Mesh]))) AND ((((((((Angiotensin II Receptor Blockers[Title/Abstract]) OR Angiotensin Receptor Blockers[Title/Abstract]) OR Angiotensin II Receptor Antagonists[Title/Abstract]) OR Angiotensin Receptor Antagonists[Title/Abstract]) OR (("Angiotensin Receptor Antagonists"[Mesh]) AND "Angiotensin II Type 1 Receptor Blockers"[Mesh])))) OR ((((((("Angiotensin-Converting Enzyme Inhibitors"[Mesh]) OR angiotensin-converting enzyme inhibitors[Title/Abstract]) OR Angiotensin Converting Enzyme Inhibitors[Title/Abstract]) OR Angiotensin-Converting Enzyme Antagonists[Title/Abstract]) OR ACE Inhibitors[Title/Abstract]) OR ACE-I[Title/Abstract]))))) NOT (Cardiac surgical procedures OR heart surgery OR cardiac surgery OR "Cardiac Surgical Procedures"[Mesh])

Step 7

Search (((((((operative OR surgical OR surgery OR "Surgical Procedures, Operative"[Mesh]))) AND ((((((((Angiotensin II Receptor Blockers[Title/Abstract]) OR Angiotensin Receptor Blockers[Title/Abstract]) OR Angiotensin II Receptor Antagonists[Title/Abstract]) OR Angiotensin Receptor Antagonists[Title/Abstract]) OR (("Angiotensin Receptor Antagonists"[Mesh]) AND "Angiotensin II Type 1 Receptor Blockers"[Mesh])))) OR ((((((("Angiotensin-Converting Enzyme Inhibitors"[Mesh]) OR angiotensin-converting enzyme inhibitors[Title/Abstract]) OR Angiotensin Converting Enzyme Inhibitors[Title/Abstract]) OR Angiotensin-Converting Enzyme Antagonists[Title/Abstract]) OR ACE Inhibitors[Title/Abstract]) OR ACE-I[Title/Abstract]))))) NOT (Cardiac surgical procedures OR heart surgery OR cardiac surgery OR "Cardiac Surgical Procedures"[Mesh]))) AND ((((((((((discontinuing) OR omission) OR discontinue) OR cease) OR stop) OR withhold) OR stopping) OR Withholding)) OR "Withholding Treatment"[Mesh])
