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Supplemental Digital Appendix 1 
Search Strings Used in a 2017 Realist Review Examining How Clinician-Scientists 
Connect Research and Practice 
 
String 1:  
[Synonyms for clinician scientist] AND [[synonyms for broker] OR [synonyms for 
brokering]]  
A Clinician scientist 
‘researcher practitioner':ab,ti OR 'researcher practitioners':ab,ti OR ‘clinical 
investigator‘:ab,ti OR 'clinical investigators':ab,ti OR ‘physician scientist’:ab,ti OR 
‘physician scientists’:ab,ti OR ‘clinician scientist’:ab,ti OR 'clinician scientists':ab,ti OR 
'clinician researcher':ab,ti OR 'clinician researchers':ti,ab OR 'nurse scientist':ti,ab OR 'nurse 
scientists':ti,ab 
B Broker  
broker*:ab,ti OR 'go between':ab,ti OR intermediator*:ab,ti OR 'go betweens':ab,ti OR 
navigator*:ab,ti OR translator*:ab,ti OR facilitator*:ab,ti OR 'boundary spanner':ab,ti OR 
'boundary spanners':ab,ti OR 'Linkage agent':ti,ab OR 'Linkage agents':ti,ab OR 
Liaison*:ti,ab OR 'boundary worker':ti,ab OR 'boundary workers':ti,ab OR 'boundary 
crosser':ti,ab OR 'boundary crossers':ti,ab 
C Brokering 
brokering:ab,ti OR Navigat*:ab,ti OR Translat*:ab,ti OR Facilitat*:ab,ti OR ‘boundary 
spanning‘:ab,ti OR Linking:ab,ti OR Exchang*:ab,ti OR Disseminat*:ab,ti OR Shar*:ti,ab 
OR Uptak*:ti,ab OR Utilis*:ti,ab OR Utiliz*:ti,ab OR Mobilis*:ti,ab OR Mobiliz*:ti,ab OR 
Integrat*:ti,ab OR Communicat*:ti,ab OR ’Building bridge’:ti,ab OR ‘Building bridges‘:ti,ab 
OR Connect*:ti,ab 
 
String 2:  
[[Synonyms for clinician] AND [synonyms for scientist]] AND [synonyms for broker] 
A Clinician AND scientist 
Clinician OR clinicians OR physician OR physicians OR nurse OR nurses OR practitioner 
OR practitioners AND Researcher OR Researchers OR Scientist OR Scientists OR 
Investigator OR investigators 
B Broker  
broker* OR go between OR intermediator* OR go betweens OR navigator* OR translator* 
OR boundary spanner OR boundary spanners OR Linkage agent OR Linkage agents OR 
Liaison* OR boundary worker OR boundary workers OR boundary crosser OR boundary 
crossers 
((((("boundary worker"[Title/Abstract]) OR "boundary workers"[Title/Abstract]) OR 
"boundary crosser"[Title/Abstract]) OR "boundary crossers"[Title/Abstract])) OR 
(((((((((((broker*[Title/Abstract]) OR "go between"[Title/Abstract]) OR "go 
betweens"[Title/Abstract]) OR intermediator*[Title/Abstract]) OR 
navigator*[Title/Abstract]) OR translator*[Title/Abstract]) OR "boundary 
spanner"[Title/Abstract]) OR "boundary spanners"[Title/Abstract]) OR "linkage 
agent"[Title/Abstract]) OR "linkage agents"[Title/Abstract]) OR Liaison*[Title/Abstract]) 
C Brokering 
boundary spanning OR Building bridges 
'broker*':ab,ti OR 'go-between*':ab,ti OR 'intermediator*':ab,ti OR 'navigator*':ab,ti OR 
'translator*':ab,ti OR 'boundary spanner':ab,ti OR 'boundary spanners':ab,ti OR 'linkage 



Supplemental digital content for Barry M, de Groot E, Baggen Y, et al. Understanding the 
broker role of clinician-scientists: A realist review on how they link research and practice. 
Acad Med. 
 

Copyright © by the Association of American Medical Colleges. Unauthorized reproduction is prohibited. 2 
 

agent':ab,ti OR 'liaison':ab,ti OR 'boundary worker':ab,ti OR 'boundary crosser':ab,ti OR 
'boundary spanning':ab,ti OR 'building bridges':ab,ti OR 'boundary workers':ab,ti OR 
'boundary crossers':ab,ti 
 
 
 


