	Author (reference)
	CRD 1: Were selection/eligibility criteria adequately reported?
	CRD 2: Were patients recruited consecutively?
	CRD 3: Were patients recruited prospectively?
	CRD 4: Was loss to follow-up reported or explained?
	CRD 5: Were at least 90% of those included at baseline followed up?
	NICE 1: Case series collected in more than one center?
	NICE 2: Is the objective of the study clearly described?
	NICE 3: Are the inclusion and exclusion criteria clearly reported?
	NICE 4: Is there a clear definition of the outcome reported?
	NICE 5: Were data collected prospectively?
	NICE 6: Is there an explicit statement that the patients were recruited consecutively?
	NICE 7: Are the main findings of the study clearly described?
	NICE

8: Are outcomes stratified?
	Total NICE score*

	Kassam Z et al (47)
	Yes
	No
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	No
	Yes
	No
	4

	Mattila E et al (37)
	Yes
	Unclear
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	No
	Yes
	No
	5

	Kelly CR et al (43)
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	4

	Polak P et al (44)
	Unclear
	Unclear
	Unclear
	Unclear
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	No
	No
	No
	No
	Yes
	No
	2

	Mellows MH et al (39)
	Unclear
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	4

	Garborg K et al (40)
	Unclear
	No
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	No
	No
	Yes
	No
	No
	No
	No
	1

	Rohlke F et al (38)
	Yes
	Unclear
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	No
	Yes
	No
	5

	Yoon SS et al (45)
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	Unclear
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	5

	MacConnachie et al (41)
	Yes
	Unclear
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	No
	No
	Yes
	No
	No
	Yes
	No
	2

	Aas J et al (46)
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	5

	Lund-Tonnesen et al (42)
	Unclear
	Unclear
	Unclear
	Yes
	No
	No
	No
	No
	Yes
	No
	No
	Yes
	No
	2


* A ‘yes’ in a NICE category is awarded a single point, which is subsequently summed across eight categories to yield a total NICE score
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