Table, Supplemental Digital Content 1:  Reasons for Nonanalgesia Request*
	1. Worry about the possible complications of epidural puncture (73%):

Backache

Postdural puncture headache

Urinary retention

Maternal fever

Transient neurologic symptoms – back pain radiating to the legs without sensory or motor deficits

High or total spinal anesthesia

Subdural injection

Cardiac arrest

Cauda equina syndrome and other neurologic deficits

Systemic toxicity

Meningitis and arachnoiditis

Epidural abscess

Spinal or epidural hematoma

2. Influence from the traditional Chinese philosophy (22%):

Many Chinese people have the thought influenced by the traditional Confucianism and Taoism that body is an integrated entity and should not be blocked or violated by external forces. To them, labor pain is a natural process and is needless to be treated.

3. Economical concerns (5%):
The fact is that not all populations in China can enjoy the medicare hospitalization insurance, meanwhile, the lower-income status results in giving up the right of labor analgesia. To these patients, we still performed epidural if they requested analgesia as a government welfare policy for women’s health care without additional charge under the condition of good reasons for their condition.


*In our institution, a survey of possible reasons for no request of labor analgesia was done and found that three main reasons rose as above.
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