Increase of Oxygen Consumption during a Progressive Decrease of Ventilatory Support is Lower in Patients Failing the Trial in Comparison with Those who Succeed.
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Figure 3: As expected the decrease in ventilatory assistance (i.e. in the applied level of pressure support resulted in an increased inspiratory workload for the patients expressed as Pressure-Time-Product (PTP) which was higher for the patients failing the weaning trial (filled bars, Anova: “group” effect p<0.001, “PS” effect p<0.001, interaction p=0.845); interestingly patients showed a considerable activity of expiratory muscles at "high" levels of pressure support (Anova: “group” effect p=0.089, “PS” effect p<0.001, interaction p=0.186). *p<0.05 vs failure group at the same pressure support level (a post-hoc analysis by Holm-Sidak method) Error bars represent standard error.
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