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Step 1: control for clinical heterogeneity (stratified/context-specific analysis)

Step 2: for each analysis, assessment of statistical heterogeneity
(visual inspection + chi? test and 12 statistic)

N

chi? test P<0.1 or 12>50% chi? test P>0.1 or 1?<50%
Random effects model E Residual clinical
heterogeneity?

NO

Fixed-effect model

Algorithm for heterogeneity assessment. Chi2 test: Cochran (chi?) Q test; 12: Higgins's 12 test.





