Appendix 1: Low Back Injury Severity Code Groups Based on ICD-9 Codes 

	ICD-9 Code
	Description

	More Severe

	344.60
	Syndrome, cauda equina NOS

	344.61
	Synd, cauda equina w/neuro bladder

	353.1
	Lesions, lumbosacral plexus

	353.4
	Lesions, lumbosacral root NEC

	353.8
	Disorder, nerve root/plexus NEC

	353.9
	Disorder, nerve root/plexus NOS

	355.0
	Lesion, sciatic nerve

	721.42
	Spondylosis, lumbar w/myelopathy

	722
	Disorders, intervertebral disc

	722.1
	Dsplcmnt thorc/lmbr disc w/o myelpy

	722.10
	Dsplcmnt, lumbar disc w/o myelpy

	722.2
	Displacement, disc NOS w/o myelpy

	722.7
	Dsord, intervertebral disc w/myelpy

	722.70
	Disorder, disc NOS w/myelopathy

	722.73
	Disorder, lumbar disc w/myelopathy

	722.83
	Syndrome, postlaminectomy, lumbar

	724.0
	Stenosis, spinal, oth than cervical

	724.00
	Stenosis, spinal, unspec region

	724.02
	Stenosis, spinal, lumbar

	724.09
	Stenosis, spinal, other spec site

	724.3
	Sciatica

	724.4
	Neuritis, lumbosacral NOS

	724.6
	Disorders, sacrum (incl. LS jt. instability)

	729.2
	Neuralgia/neuritis NOS

	738.4
	Spondylolisthesis, acquired

	756.1
	Anomaly, congenital, spine

	756.10
	Anomaly, congenital, spine NOS

	756.11
	Spondylolysis, cngn, lumbosacral

	756.12
	Spondylolisthesis, congenital

	953.2
	Injury, lumbar root

	953.5
	Injury lumbosacral plexus

	956.0
	Injury sciatic nerve

	

	Less Severe

	349.9
	Disorder, nervous system NOS

	720.0
	Spondylitis, ankylosing

	720.1
	Enthesopathy, spinal

	720.2
	Sacroiliitis NEC

	720.9
	Spondylopathy, inflammatory NOS

	721.3
	Spondylosis, lumbosacral

	721.7
	Spondylopathy, traumatic

	721.8
	Disorder, spinal NEC

	721.9
	Spondylosis NOS

	721.90
	Spondylosis NOS w/o myelopathy

	722.32
	Schmorl's nodes, lumbar region

	722.5
	Dgnratn, thorc/lumbar disc

	722.52
	Degeneration, lumbar/lmbsac disc

	722.6
	Degeneration, disc NOS

	722.9
	Dsord, intrvrtbrl disc, oth & unspc

	722.90
	Disorder NEC/NOS, unspecified disc

	722.93
	Disorder NEC/NOS, lumbar disc

	724*
	Disorders, back, other & unspc

	724.2*
	Lumbago

	724.5*
	Backache NOS

	724.7
	Disorders, coccyx

	724.71
	Hypermobility, coccyx

	724.79
	Disorder, coccyx NEC

	724.8*
	Symptom, back NEC

	724.9*
	Disorder, back NOS

	728.2*
	Atrophy, muscular disuse NEC

	728.8*
	Disorders, muscle/ligament/fascia

	728.85*
	Spasm, muscle

	728.9*
	Disorder, muscle/ligament NOS

	729.1*
	Myalgia/myositis NOS

	729.9*
	Disorder, soft tissue NEC/NOS

	737.3
	Kyphoscoliosis and scoliosis

	737.30
	Scoliosis, idiopathic

	737.39
	Scoliosis NEC

	738.5
	Deformity, acquired, back/spine NEC

	739.3
	Lesion, nonallopathic, lumbar rgn

	739.4
	Lesion, nonallopathic, sacral rgn

	756.15
	Fusion, spine, congenital

	793.7
	Nonspecif abnl radiolog fnd, musculoskl systm

	799.8*
	Condition, ill-defined NEC

	839.2
	Dsloc, thoracic/lumbar vrt, clsd

	839.20
	Dsloc lumbar vertebra, closed

	839.42
	Dislocation sacrum, closed

	839.69
	Dislocation site NEC, closed

	839.8
	Dislocation, mlt/ill-defined, clsd

	846*
	Sprain/strain, sacroiliac region

	846.0*
	Sprain/strain, lumbosacral

	846.1*
	Sprain/strain, sacroiliac ligament

	846.2*
	Sprain/strain, sacrospinatus

	846.3
	Sprain/strain, sacrotuberous

	846.8*
	Sprain/strain, sacroiliac site NEC

	846.9*
	Sprain/strain, sacroiliac site NOS

	847*
	Sprains/strain oth/unspc parts back

	847.2*
	Sprain/strain, lumbar region

	847.3*
	Sprain/strain, sacrum

	847.4*
	Sprain/strain, coccyx

	847.9*
	Sprain/strain, back NOS

	848.8*
	Sprain/strain NEC

	848.9*
	Sprain/strain NOS

	905.7*
	Late effect, sprain/strain

	922.3
	Contusion, back

	922.31
	Contusion, back

	922.32
	Contusion, buttock

	922.9
	Contusion, trunk NOS

	959.1*
	Injury NOS, trunk

	959.19
	Injury NOS, other sites trunk


* ICD-9 codes selected to create more homogeneous sub-cohort with less severe, non-specific low back injury diagnoses
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