WEB APPENDIX 

1. Search strategy (Pubmed) and data extraction

Step 1. Identification of outcomes measures or indices

Measures or indices used to evaluate clinical or functional outcomes of low back pain were identified from studies meeting the following criteria:

· “Low Back Pain/rehabilitation” as a Mesh major topic OR "Low Back Pain/surgery" as a Mesh major topic OR "Low Back Pain/therapy as a Mesh major topic; AND

· NOT “Cost” OR “Cancer” OR “Deformity” OR “Scoliosis” OR “Instability” OR “Infection” OR “Trauma”
· Publication dates: January 1, 2006 through January 05, 2011

· Limits: English, humans, Randomized Controlled Trials

A total of 354 Randomized Controlled Trials were identified.  A search of each RCT title and abstract was done and a list of clinical and functional outcomes measures reported in the title or abstract of these studies was compiled (JTH).  

We identified 75 outcomes measures in the following 6 domains: 

· Generic/Quality of Life

· Functional

· Pain

· Psychosocial

· Objective measures
· Preference-based
Step 2. Identification of studies reporting on low back pain:

Studies reporting on low back pain patients and outcomes measures were identified using the following:

· The search code developed in Step 1.

· The specific outcomes measures

· Publication dates: January 1, 2001 through January 5, 2011

· Limits: English, humans

Example:

Sickness Impact Profile

("Low Back Pain/rehabilitation"[Mesh] OR "Low Back Pain/surgery"[Mesh] OR "Low Back Pain/therapy"[Mesh]) AND (("sickness impact profile"[Title/Abstract]) OR "sickness impact"[Title/Abstract]) OR "SIP68"[Title/Abstract] NOT (“Cost” OR “Cancer” OR “Deformity” OR “Scoliosis” OR “Instability” OR “Infection” OR “Spinal Cord Injury” OR “Trauma”)

We eliminated all outcomes measures that were referenced in only one study.  This left us with 45 total outcomes measures within 5 domains.

The titles and abstracts of the studies identified by each of the search codes were checked to verify that the outcomes measure of interest was reported. The total number of studies reporting on each outcome measure in the title or abstract was determined (JTH). 

