	SCCM ICU Admission Prioritization Framework 

	Level of Care
	Priority
	Type of Patient 

	ICU
	Priority 1



	Critically ill patients who require life support for organ failure, intensive monitoring, and therapies only provided in the ICU environment. Life support includes invasive ventilation, continuous renal replacement therapies, invasive hemodynamic monitoring to direct aggressive hemodynamic interventions, extracorporeal membrane oxygenation, intra-aortic balloon pumps, and other situations requiring critical care (e.g., patients with severe hypoxemia or in shock). 

	
	
	

	
	Priority 2



	Patients, as described above, with significantly lower probability of recovery and who would like to receive intensive care therapies but not cardiopulmonary resuscitation in case of cardiac arrest (e.g., patients with metastatic cancer and respiratory failure secondary to pneumonia or in septic shock requiring vasopressors).

	IMU

	Priority 3 


	Patients with organ dysfunction who require intensive monitoring and/or therapies (e.g., non-invasive ventilation), or who, in the clinical opinion of the triaging physician, could be managed at a lower level of care than the ICU (e.g., postoperative patients who require close monitoring for risk of deterioration or require intense postoperative care, patients with respiratory insufficiency tolerating intermittent non-invasive ventilation). These patients may need to be admitted to the ICU if early management fails to prevent deterioration or there is no IMU capability in the hospital.

	
	Priority 4
	Patients, as described above but with lower probability of recovery/survival (e.g., patients with underlying metastatic disease) who do not want to be intubated or resuscitated. As above, if the hospital does not have IMU capability, these patients could be considered for ICU in special circumstances. 

	Palliative Care

	Priority 5


	Terminal or moribund patients with no possibility of recovery; such patients are in general not appropriate for ICU admission (unless they are potential organ donors).  In cases in which individuals have unequivocally declined intensive care therapies or have irreversible processes such as metastatic cancer with no additional chemotherapy or radiation therapy options, palliative care should be initially offered.


ICU = Intensive Care Unit, IMU = Intermediate Medical Unit

