TABLE. Agreement among centers by agent for the 19 job descriptions

	Agent
	Estimated* lifetime prevalence of exposure in the study population (%)
	Times assessed in the sub-study/

Number of jobs in which exposure was assessed in the sub-study
	Agreement among the 8 centers  in the sub-study (kappa)
	Asked in general questionnare
	Visible exposure 
	True differences in exposure  between countries expected 
	Average  confidence of assessments for this exposure in the sub-study

	
	Men 
	women
	
	
	
	
	
	

	       Excellent agreement
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Arc welding fumes
	15-21
	1-2
	19/3
	0.93
	yes
	yes
	
	3.0

	Sand
	27-36
	7-11
	64/9
	0.86
	yes
	yes
	
	2.8

	Gas welding fumes
	10-15
	1-2
	36/3
	0.84
	yes
	yes
	
	2.9

	Wood dust (general)
	10-15
	1-2
	59/8
	0.82
	yes
	yes
	
	2.7

	Cement dust
	14-20
	1-4
	44/8
	0.81
	yes
	yes
	
	2.6

	Diesel / kerosene engine emis
	20-28
	1-4
	35/6
	0.80
	yes
	
	yes
	2.6

	Inorganic pigments dust
	3-7
	0-0.5
	54/9
	0.79
	
	
	
	2.8

	Wood combustion fumes
	1-2
	0.1-1
	14/2
	0.79
	yes
	yes
	
	2.5

	Concrete dust
	12-19
	1-4
	49/7
	0.75
	yes
	yes
	
	2.7

	       Fair to good agreement
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Petroleum oil combustion fu
	2-5
	0.1-1
	9/2
	0.74
	yes
	
	
	2.6

	Cutting fluids mist
	11-14
	3-4
	23/6
	0.74
	yes
	
	
	2.7

	Soot
	5-10
	0.5-2
	32/7
	0.73
	yes
	yes
	
	2.4

	Iron & compounds fumes 
	18-25
	1-3
	44/10
	0.69
	
	
	
	2.7

	Wood preservatives
	0.5-3
	0-0.5
	48/8
	0.66
	
	
	
	2.1

	Mineral spirits
	8-14
	3-5
	42/10
	0.65
	
	
	
	2.7

	Soft wood dust
	8-12
	1-2
	47/8
	0.64
	
	
	
	2.5

	Brick dust
	6-10
	1-3
	29/6
	0.62
	
	yes
	
	2.1

	Mild steel dust
	22-30
	4-6
	38/8
	0.56
	
	yes
	
	2.7

	Coal tar and pitch fumes
	2-4
	0
	20/5
	0.55
	
	
	
	2.7

	Lubricating oil mist
	21-34
	5-13
	38/11
	0.49
	~yes
	
	
	2.5

	Asphalt- bitumen fumes
	3-5
	0.1-0.5
	23/6
	0.48
	
	yes
	
	2.5

	Cadmium & compounds fumes
	0.5-3
	0
	21/7
	0.47
	
	
	
	1.9

	Gasoline / petrol
	8-16
	1-2
	20/7
	0.46
	
	yes
	
	2.5

	Hard wood dust
	4-7
	0.5-1
	26/8
	0.41
	
	
	
	2.2

	Abrasives dust
	19-28
	3-6
	51/13
	0.40
	
	yes
	
	2.6

	       Poor agreement
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Inorganic insulation dust
	5-9
	0.5-2
	20/5
	0.37
	yes
	
	
	2.2

	Organic solvents
	16-25
	7-10
	57/14
	0.36
	yes
	
	
	2.7

	Other mineral oils mist
	10-15
	3-5
	27/11
	0.35
	yes
	
	
	2.6

	Inorganic acid mist
	9-15
	6-8
	24/8
	0.32
	
	
	
	2.3

	Nickel & compounds dust
	1-3
	0-0.5
	7/2
	0.31
	
	
	
	1.9

	Chromium & compounds fum
	3-8
	0-1
	23/7
	0.30
	
	
	
	2.0

	Plastics pyrolysis products
	6-10
	2-4
	26/7
	0.28
	
	
	
	2.2

	Asbestos (general)
	6-12
	0.5-3
	20/6
	0.27
	
	
	yes
	2.2

	Chromate (Cr VI) dust
	3-7
	0-0.5
	30/8
	0.27
	
	
	yes
	2.0

	Chromate (Cr VI) fumes or mi
	3-7
	0.1-1
	25/9
	0.27
	
	
	
	2.1

	Diesel / kerosene
	9-14
	0.5-2
	18/8
	0.26
	
	
	yes
	2.7

	Chromium & compounds dust
	3-7
	0-1
	29/8
	0.25
	
	
	yes
	2.0

	Hard alloys dust
	2-5
	0.5-2
	7/3
	0.25
	
	
	
	2.6

	Formaldehyde
	2-6
	1-6
	32/11
	0.23
	
	
	
	2.0

	Cadmium & compounds dust
	0.5-3
	0.1-1
	20/7
	0.19
	
	
	yes
	2.1

	Chrysotile asbestos
	4-9
	0.5-2
	12/5
	0.17
	
	
	yes
	1.9

	Mineral wool fibres
	1-2
	0
	6/3
	0.16
	
	
	yes
	1.8

	Respirable free crystalline silica†
	3-5
	0.5-1
	23/12
	0.15
	
	
	
	2.5

	Chlorinated solvents
	3-6
	1-3
	20/9
	0.11
	
	
	
	2.1

	Stainless steel dust
	6-9
	0.5-2
	8/4
	0.10
	
	
	
	2.0

	Amphibole asbestos
	1-3
	0.1-0.5
	5/3
	0.08
	
	
	yes
	1.4

	Nickel & compounds fumes
	2-5
	0
	6/4
	0.06
	
	
	
	1.3

	Arsenic & compounds  fumes 
	0.1-1
	0
	12/7
	0.05
	
	
	
	1.8

	Glass fibres
	1.5-2.5
	0.1-0.5
	5/4
	0.03
	
	
	yes
	2.0

	Arsenic & compounds dust
	0.1-2
	0-0.5
	22/10
	0.03
	
	
	yes
	1.7

	Creosote fumes
	0.5-2
	0
	5/4
	0.03
	
	
	yes
	2.0

	Petrol / gasoline engine emissi
	14-21
	1-3
	7/6
	-0.02
	yes
	
	yes
	2.4

	Vinyl chloride
	0.5-2
	0.1-2
	3/3
	-0.02
	
	
	
	1.7

	PAHs †
	1-2
	0.5-2
	15/11
	-0.04
	
	
	
	2.5


*based on the prevalence of lifetime exposure in 2000 male controls and 500 female controls, the underlimit presenting the lifetime prevalence only taking into account high confidence assessments and upper limit all assessments.

Not assessed by any of the centers: ceramic fibres, coal dust, carbon black, coke dust, graphite dust, charcoal dust, ashes, coal combustion fumes, coke combustion fumes, acrylonitrile, styrene, inorganic pesticides, organic pesticides (synthetic), meat aerosols, live animals, ionizing radiation

† the prevalence for silica and PAHs was based on the prevalence before application of the automatics.

PAHs= polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons
