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CURRICULUM VITAE

George Wills Comstock

PERSONAL DATA
Address:
Home - 
P.O. Box 215

12852 Bikle Road

Smithsburg, MD 21783-0215

Business - Training Center for Public Health Research

Washington County Health Department

1302 Pennsylvania Avenue

Hagerstown, MD  21742-3197

Phone :
(301) 791-3230

FAX   :
(301) 797-3669

E-mail:
gcomstoc@jhsph.edu

EDUCATION AND TRAINING
Education:

B.S.
June 1937   Antioch College, Chemistry and Biology with honors

M.D.
June 1941   Harvard Medical School, Medicine

M.P.H.
June 1951   University of Michigan, School of Public Health 

Dr.P.H.
June 1956   Johns Hopkins University, School of Hygiene and Public Health, Epidemiology

Training:

Interne, U.S. Public Health Service Hospital, Baltimore, Maryland, July 1941 - July 1942.

Medical Licensure:

Licensed to practice medicine in Maryland, 1964 - present.

Board Certification:

American Board of Preventive Medicine, certified 1952.

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
Experience:

Alumni Centennial Professor of Epidemiology, 1965 -present, School of Hygiene and Public Health, Johns Hopkins University 

Director, 1962 - present, Training Center for Public Health Research, School of Hygiene and Public Health, Johns Hopkins University 

Co-Investigator, Cardiovascular Health Study (CHS), Washington County Unit, 1989-present.

Co-Investigator, Atherosclerosis Risk in Communities (ARIC), 1987-present.

Editor-in-Chief, Emeritus, 1991 - present, American Journal of Epidemiology 

Editor-in-Chief, 1979 - 1988, American Journal of Epidemiology

Associate Professor of Epidemiology, December 1962 - 1965, School of Hygiene and Public Health, Johns Hopkins University

University Lecturer in Epidemiology, July 1956 - December 1962, School of Hygiene and Public Health, Johns Hopkins University

Chief, July 1956 - December 1962, Epidemiologic Studies, Operational Branch, Tuberculosis Program, U.S. Public Health Service, Washington, D.C.

Director, July 1946 - February 1951 and July 1951 - October 1955, Muscogee County Tuberculosis Study, Columbus, Georgia

Acting Director, May 1946 - July 1946, Tuberculosis Outpatient Services and Crippled Children's Services, Virginia State Department of Health, Richmond, Virginia 

Assistant to Director, October 1945 - May 1946, Tuberculosis Outpatient Services, Virginia State Health Department, Richmond, Virginia

Director, Tuberculosis Survey Unit, March 1945 - October 1945, Cuyahoga County Tuberculosis Clinic, Cleveland, Ohio

Medical Officer, September 1943 - September 1944, Escort Destroyer Division

Medical Officer, January 1943 - September 1943, U.S. Coast Guard Infirmary, Miami, Florida

Ward Surgeon and Admitting Officer, July 1942 - January 1943, U.S. Public Health Service Hospital, Baltimore, Maryland

Principal Responsibilities:
Professor of Epidemiology, Department of Epidemiology, Johns Hopkins School of Hygiene and Public Health

Director, Johns Hopkins Training Center for Public Health Research

Co-Investigator, Cardiovascular Health Study, Washington County Unit.

Co-Investigator, Atherosclerosis Risk in Communities, Washington County Unit

Faculty; Training Grant; Multidisciplinary Training in Tuberculosis

PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES
Society Membership and Leadership:

American College of Epidemiology -- Honorary Fellow

American College of Preventive Medicine -- Fellow

American Epidemiological Society - Emeritus

American Public Health Association -- Fellow

American Society of Circumpolar Health

American Thoracic Society - Honorary Member

Council on Epidemiology, American Heart Association -- Fellow

Faculty of Public Health Medicine (U.K.)  Honorary Fellow

International Epidemiological Association

International Union Against Tuberculosis and Lung Disease

Maryland Thoracic Society

Medical and Chirurgical Faculty of the State of Maryland

Society for Controlled Trials

Society for Epidemiological Research

Washington County Medical Society

Participation on Advisory Panels:

1963-present
Director of Research, Washington County Health Department.

1963-1985

Board of Directors (later Advisory Council), Washington County Regional Council, American Lung Association of Maryland.

1964-70

Epidemiology and Disease Control Study Section, NIH.

1965-66

Governor's Committee on Tuberculosis.

1965-71

Committee on Statistics and Epidemiology, International Union Against Tuberculosis.

1966-71

Board of Directors, Washington County Mental Health Association.

1968-69

New York City Task Force on Tuberculosis.

1970-72

Diagnostic Skin Testing Committee, American Thoracic Society.

1971-73

Epidemiology and Biometry Advisory Committee, NHLBI.

1971-74

Policy Board, Community Mental Health Assessment Program, Center for Epidemiologic Studies, NIMH.

1971-85

Board of Directors, Washington County Division, American Heart Association.

1972-73

Executive Committee, Council on Epidemiology, American Heart Association.

1972-78

Advisory Committee, Division of Respiratory Diseases, Maryland Department of Health and Mental Hygiene.

1974-77

Panel on Review of Skin Test Antigens, FDA.

1975-76

Central Influenza Advisory Committee, Maryland Department of Health and Mental Hygiene.

1975-76

Chairman, Task Force to Examine Increase in Reported Cases of Tuberculosis in Maryland, Maryland Department of Health and Mental Hygiene.

1975-76

Chairman, Public Health Committee, Washington County Medical Society.

1975-77

Executive Committee for Epidemiology Standardization Project, American Thoracic Society.

1975-79

Drinking Water Advisory Council, Maryland Department of Health and Mental Hygiene.

1976-77

Panel on the Geochemistry of Water and Relation to Cardiovascular Diseases, National Research Council.

1977 & 1980

ICMR/WHO Scientific Group on Vaccination Against Tuberculosis.

1978-81

Task Force on Epidemiology of Respiratory Disease, NHLBI.

1979-80

Science Advisory Board, EPA.

1979-81

Chairman, Diagnostic Skin Testing Committee, American Thoracic Society.

1980-81

Advisory Committee, Improved Pregnancy Outcome Program, Washington County Health Department.

1980-90

Advisory Committee, Six-City Study, Harvard School of Public Health.

1982

National Task Force on Tuberculosis, American Lung Association.

1982-84

Executive Committee, Council on Epidemiology, American Heart Association.

1982-89

Advisory Committee on Special Studies Relating to Possible Long-term Effects of Phenoxy Herbicides and Contaminants, Department of Health and Human Services.

1985-88

Committee on International Activities, American Thoracic Society.

1985-89

Advisory Committee, Epidemiology and Statistics, American Thoracic Society.

1987-89

Chairman, Advisory Committee for Elimination of Tuberculosis, Department of Health and Human Services.

1987-89

Board of Directors, American College of Epidemiology.

1987-1993

Member, Advisory Committee US/Canadian Acid Aerosol Study.

1990-present
Expert Panel on Tuberculosis, Maryland Department of Health and Mental Hygiene

1991


Working Group on Tuberculosis Research and Development, WHO

1991-1992

Hazardous Waste Incineration Review Committee, Washington County, MD

1991-1995

Committee on Professional Conduct, Johns Hopkins School of Hygiene and Public Health

1991-1992

Member, Review Committee for Faculty Development Fund, Johns Hopkins School of Hygiene and Public Health

1992-1994
Vital Registration/Surveillance Committee, Maryland Department of Health and Mental Hygiene

1992-1993
ALA/ATS Steering Committee for the ALA Conference on Reestablishing Control of Tuberculosis in the United States

1992-1998
Surveillance Committee, Council on Cancer Control, Maryland Department of Health and Mental Hygiene.

1993-1995
Task Force for Tuberculosis Guidelines, Washington County Hospital

1994

NHLBI Research Training Review Committee (ad hoc member)

1994

NIAID Special Review Committee

1994

Special Review Committee, Basic Research in Human Tuberculosis

1995-1999
Advisory Committee, Nurses' Health Study, Harvard Medical School

1996

Scientific Advisory Committee for Tuberculosis Control

1997-present
Epidemiology Oversight Committee, Prevention of Tuberculosis with Upper Room Ultraviolet Irradiation.

1998-1999
Member, ATS/CDC Committee on Targeted Testing and Treatment of Latent Tuberculosis Infection

1998-2000
Member, ATS/CDC Committee on Preventive Screening for TB

1999-2000
Advisor, Committee on the Elimination of Tuberculosis, Institute of Medicine, National Academy of Sciences.

2000

Member, External Review Committee, The Wellcome Trust, London, UK

2000

Member, Search Committee for Health Officer, Washington County Health Department, Hagerstown, MD

Consultations:

1963-84

Consultant, Division of Tuberculosis, CDC.

1969-70

Consultant, USAID, Nigeria.

1974

Consultant on tuberculosis, Libya

1980

Consultant to Committee on Epidemiology of Byssinosis, National Academy of Science.

1982 & 1983
WHO Study on Epidemiology of Leprosy.

1990

Consultant, WHO Meeting on Chemoprophylaxis for Tuberculosis and HIV Infections.

1992-1996
Chairman, Data and Safety Monitoring Committee, CDS-JHU Tuberculosis Chemoprophylaxis Trial.

1994

Consultant to Secretariats of Health, States of Ceara and Pernambuco, Brazil

EDITORIAL ACTIVITIES
Peer review activities (1962-2002):

American Journal of Epidemiology

American Journal of Respiratory and Critical Care Medicine

American Journal of Preventive Medicine

American Journal of Public Health

American Review of Respiratory Diseases

Annals of Internal Medicine

Archives of General Psychiatry

Archives of Internal Medicine

Arthritis and Rheumatism

Cancer Causes and Control

Cancer Research

Chest

Clinical Infectious Diseases

Controlled Clinical Trials

Effective Clinical Practice

Epidemiology

International Journal of Epidemiology

International Journal of Tuberculosis and Lung Disease

Clinical Chemistry

Journal of the American Medical Association

Journal of Chronic Diseases

Journal of the National Cancer Institute

Journal of Public Health Policy

New England Journal of Medicine

Public Health Reports

Tubercle and Lung Disease

Journal of Clinical Rheumatology

Journal of Public Health Policy

Journal of Pediatrics

Peer Reviews, 2002

American Journal of Epidemiology (1)

Annals of Internal Medicine (1)

Archives of Internal Medicine (4)

Chest (3)

Clinical Infectious Diseases (2)

International Journal of Tuberculosis and Lung Disease (2)

Journal of Nutrition (1)

Mini-Reviews in Medicinal Chemistry (1)

New England Journal of Medicine (1)

Editorial Board Membership:

1961-64

Editorial Board, American Review of Respiratory Disease.

1965-69

Associate Editor, American Journal of Epidemiology.

1969-79

Board of Overseers, American Journal of Epidemiology.

1977-79

Consulting Editor, Archives of Environmental Health.

1977-83

Editorial Board, American Review of Respiratory Disease.

1979-88

Editor-in-Chief, American Journal of Epidemiology

1988-present
Editor-in-Chief Emeritus, American Journal of Epidemiology

Ad Hoc Review of Proposals

2000

Sequella Foundation

HONORS AND AWARDS

Delta Omega Honor Society, Delta Chapter, 1951.

Career Research Award, National Heart Blood, and Lung Institute, 1964 - present.

Wade Hampton Frost Lecturer, American Public Health Association, 1974.

Alumni Centennial Professorship, 1978 - present.

American Lung Association Hall of Fame, 1980.

Edward Livingston Trudeau Medal, American Thoracic Society, 1980.

Carl W. Temple Lecturer, James W. Waring Chest Conference, Colorado, 1982.

Frank B. Clack Memorial Lecture, Third Annual Public Health Conference, Pittsburgh, PA, 1982.

Visiting Professor, Pulmonary Medicine, New Jersey Medical School, 1983.

Visiting Professor of Epidemiology, Royal Society of Medicine, London, 1984.

John Snow Award, Epidemiology Section, American Public Health Association, 1984.

Visiting Professor of Community Medicine, United  Medical and Dental Schools of Guy's and St. Thomas's Hospitals, 1987.

Honorary Fellowship, Faculty of Public Health Medicine, Royal Colleges of Physicians of the United Kingdom, 1987.

Abraham M. Lilienfeld Medal, American College of Epidemiology, 1987.

George W. Comstock Research Award established, American Lung Association of Maryland, 1988.

Honorary Life Membership, American Lung Association, 1988.

E. L. Stebbins Medal, Johns Hopkins School of Hygiene and Public Health, 1988.

Physician of the Year, Washington County Medical Society, 1990.

Golden Apple, Student Assembly, Johns Hopkins School of Hygiene and Public Health, 1991.

Thomas W. Francis Jr. Medal, University of Michigan School of Public Health, 1992.

Dean's Appreciation Award, School of Hygiene and Public Health, Johns Hopkins University, 1992.

University Distinguished Alumnus, Johns Hopkins Alumni Association, 1992.

Special recognition for excellence in teaching, School of Hygiene and Public Health, Johns Hopkins University, 1993.

Horace Mann Award, Antioch University, 1993.

Dr. David Glasser Tuberculosis Control Award from the Tuberculosis Program of the Maryland Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, 1997.

Honorary Fellow, American College of Epidemiology, 2000.

Honorary Life Member, American Thoracic Society, 2001.

Named Lectureships:

Comstock Conference on Epidemiology and Control of Tuberculosis:  Vaccines and Tuberculosis Control, 1996.

Comstock Lecture, Annual Meeting of North American Region, International Union Against Tuberculosis and Lung diseases, 1997-present.

COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS
1965-present
Torch Club of Hagerstown

1964-present
Elizabeth-towne Recorder Consort

1979-present   Washington County Museum Recorder Consort

1980-present   Frederick Orchestra (2nd bassoon)

2000-present   Community Correctional Services Committee, Maryland Correctional Institution in Hagerstown

2000-present
Ex-officio member, Community Research Review Committee, Johns Hopkins Training Center for Public Health Research

