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Records after duplicates removed 
(n = 225) 

Records screened 
(n = 225) 

Full-text articles assessed 
for eligibility 

(n = 54) 
 

Studies included in 
quantitative synthesis 

(meta-analysis) 
(n = 13) 

 

Records excluded as irrelevant 
(n = 171) 

 
 

Full-text articles excluded,  
with reasons (n = 41) 

Review articles (n=13)  
Insufficient data (n=8) 
Retrospective studies (n=6)  
Trial length too short (n=4) 
Not in English language (n=3)  
Guidelines (n=3)  
Too few subjects/treatment arm (n=3)   
Commentary (n=1)   
 
 
 
 
 


