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Supplemental Table S1 

Supplemental Table S1. Patient characteristics at baseline 

  

HIV negative 
(n = 6) 

HIV positive 
(n = 19) 

Total  
(N = 25) 

Characteristics No. (%) No. (%) No. (%) 

Demographic characteristics 
      Male sex 5 (83) 17 (89) 22 (88) 

Age at diagnosis 
         Median, years (range) 70 (46-81) 49 (30-65) 53 (30-81) 

Performance status 
         WHO 0-1 0 - 4 (21) 4 (16) 

   WHO 2-4 1 (17) 5 (26) 6 (24) 

   Unknown 5 (83) 10 (53) 15 (60) 

B symptoms 
         No 2 (33) 11 (58) 13 (52) 

   Yes 4 (67) 8 (42) 12 (48) 

HIV characteristics 
      Prior Kaposi sarcoma 1 (17) 6 (32) 7 (28) 

HAART at diagnosis - - 14 (74) - - 

CD4 count (x 106/l) 
         Median (range) - 230 (20-710) - 

   Unknown - - 2 (11) - - 

HIV RNA load (copies/ml) 
         Not detectable - - 7 (37) - - 

   Median (range) - 14000 (119-143000) - 

   Unknown - - 3 (16) - - 

PEL characteristics 
      Effusion sitesa 
         Pleura 5 (83) 16 (84) 21 (84) 

   Peritoneum 3 (50) 11 (58) 14 (56) 

   Pericard 0 - 2 (11) 2 (8) 

No. of cavities involved             

   1 4 (67) 9 (47) 13 (52) 

   2 2 (33) 10 (53) 12 (48) 

   3 0 - 0 - 0 - 

Extracavitary involvementa 2 (33) 8 (42) 10 (40) 

KSHV/HHV-8 positiveb 
         No 1 (17) 0 - 1 (4) 

   Yes 3 (50) 18 (95) 21 (84) 

   Unknown 2 (33) 1 (5) 3 (12) 

EBV positivec 
         No 2 (33) 7 (37) 9 (36) 

   Yes 1 (17) 8 (42) 9 (36) 

   Unknown 3 (50) 4 (21) 7 (28) 

Hemoglobin (g/dl) 
         Median (range) 11.6 (10.0-12.6) 9.9 (7.1-15.5) 10.7 (7.1-15.5) 

   Unknown 0 - 1 (5) 1 (4) 

Platelets (x 109/l) 
         Median (range) 256 (123-634) 180 (35-462) 220 (35-634) 

   Unknown 0 - 2 (11) 2 (8) 

Leukocytes (x 109/l) 
         Median (range) 6.6 (5.0-17.8) 6.4 (5.1-14.3) 6.4 (5.0-17.8) 

   Unknown 0 - 2 (11) 2 (8) 

Albumin (g/l) 
         Median (range) 29 (20-32) 29 (9-40) 29 (9-40) 

   Unknown 1 (17) 4 (21) 5 (20) 

LDH 
         Not elevated 2 (33) 6 (32) 8 (32) 

   Elevated 3 (50) 10 (53) 13 (52) 

   Unknown 1 (17) 3 (16) 4 (16) 

Abbreviations: WHO, World Health Organization; HAART, highly active antiretroviral therapy; KSHV/HHV-
8, Kaposi sarcoma-associated herpesvirus/human herpesvirus 8; EBV, Epstein-Barr virus; LDH, lactate 
dehydrogenase. aThe morphological features of the effusion were cytologically and/or histologically proven. 
bTested either by molecular methods or immunohistochemistry. cTested by molecular methods. 

 


