
S1: “Scales of justice” for decision-making between sentinel lymph 
node biopsy and complete inguinal-femoral lymphadenectomy for 
early vulvar cancer. 

ADVANTAGES 

Avoids Side Effects of leg 
swelling which occurs in 
60%, with possible pain, 
infection, and need to wear 
a stocking 

DISADVANTAGES 

1 in 100 women will have 
the spread of cancer to the 
lymph node missed which 
usually results in death from 
cancer 



S2: The “standard-gamble’ table used to assess what level of risk 
each woman would take for the sentinel lymph node procedure. 

 1 A) 1 in 2 chance of missing cancer spread but no 

risk of swollen legs, OR 

B) Always finding the cancer spread but with 60% 

chance of swollen legs, OR 

C) Indifferent between A and B 

2 A) 1 in 5 chance of missing cancer spread but no 

risk of swollen legs, OR……… 

3 A) 1 in 10 ….. 

..10 A) 1 in a million chance …. 

Choose A, B or C for each choice 1, 2, 3 etc…. 
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S3: Lower limb symptoms reported after complete inguinal-femoral 
lymphadenectomy for early vulvar cancer 
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 S4. Reported effect of complete inguinal-femoral lymphadenectomy  on 

Quality of Life after treatment for early vulvar cancer 
  

VERY GOOD EFFECT 

 

NO EFFECT VERY BAD EFFECT 
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