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SDC TABLE – Patient characteristics of HBoV infected children in prednisolone and placebo groups
	Factor
	Prednisolone

(n=25)
	Placebo

(n=21)
	P

	Age, years
	1.3 (1.0, 1.8)
	1.3 (1.1, 1.5)
	0.91

	Male, No. 
	17 (68%)
	15 (71%)
	0.80

	Any sensitization, No.1
	4 (16%)
	7 (33%)
	0.17

	   Food sensitization, No.
	4 (16%)
	7/20 (35%)
	0.17

	   Aeroallergen sensitization, No. 
	0 (0%)
	3 (14%)
	0.087

	Asthma, No.2
	1 (4%)
	1 (5%)
	1.00

	Wheezy episodes, No. 
	1 (1, 2)
	1 (1, 2)
	0.59

	Parental asthma, No. 
	5 (20%)
	4 (19%)
	1.00

	Parental allergy, No. 
	14 (56%)
	15 (71%)
	0.28

	Parental smoking, No.
	7 (28%)
	10 (48%)
	0.17

	Previous cough, days
	3 (2, 7)
	3 (2, 5)
	0.98

	Previous wheezing, days
	1 (1, 2)
	1 (1, 2)
	0.53


Values are medians (interquartile range), unless otherwise noted. Mann Whitney U test, Chi square test, or Fischer Exact test (counts < 5) when appropriate.

1Any sensitization was defined as positive immunoglobulin (Ig) E antibodies to any of the common allergens (cut-off level 0.35 kU/L for codfish, cow’s milk, egg, peanut, soybean, wheat, cat, dog, horse, birch, mugwort, timothy, Cladosporium herbarum and Dermatophagoides pteronyssinus; fluoro-enzyme immunoassay, CAP FEIA, Phadiatop Combi®, Phadia, Uppsala, Sweden). Aeroallergen sensitization was defined as positive IgE antibodies to any of the latter 8 allergens. Perennial aeroallergen sensitization was defined as positive IgE antibodies to the dog, cat or Dermatophagoides pteronyssinus. Birch, mugwort, timothy and Cladosporium herbarum were considered as seasonal aeroallergens.
2Asthma was defined according to the criteria for initiating daily long-term control therapy for asthma in young children as suggested by the Heart, Lung and Blood Institute of USA (http://www.nhlbi.nih.gov/guidelines/asthma/asthgdln.htm), i.e. > 4 wheezing episodes within a year of which at least one confirmed by a physician, or prolonged symptoms lasting > 6 weeks and requiring symptomatic treatment > 2 times per week, and in addition to either symptom criteria, > 1 major risk factors (physician diagnosed atopic eczema or parental asthma) or > 2 minor risk factors (allergic rhinitis, wheezing apart from colds or blood eosinophil count > 0.40 x109/L).

