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Table. Summary of primary human and animal research, review articles and meta-analyses on associations 

between candidate pathogens and pathogen burden, and cardiovascular disease related outcomes 

 

 

Exposure 

 

Presence in 
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Atherosclerotic 
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Cardiovascular 
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Cardiovascular 
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C. pneumoniae +   (
1
) +   (

2
) +   (

3
) +   (

3
) +   (

4
) +/-     (

5,6
) 

H. pylori +   (
7
) +/-  (

8
) +/-   (

3,9
) +/-   (

3,9
) +   (

10
) +/-     (

5,6
) 

HIV +   (
11

)   +   (
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) +   (
12

) +   (
13

) 

Hepatitis C virus +   (
14

)  +   (
15

) +   (
15

)  +   (
16

) 

Cytomegalovirus +   (
17

) +   (
2, 18

) +   (
19,20

) +   (
20

)   

       

Periodontal 

Bacteria 
+   (

21
) +   (

22
) +   (

23
) +   (

24
) +   (

24
) +   (

25
) 

Total Pathogen 

Burden 
N/A N/A +   (

26
) +   (

20
) +   (

27
) +/-     (

26,6
) 

+ Evidence for positive association 

+/- Conflicting evidence for association  
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