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Supplemental Table 1. Clinical characteristics [n (%)] of Chinese children with hand, foot and 

mouth disease (HFMD) 

Characteristic Mild HFMD 

(n = 1036) 

Severe HFMD 

(n = 603) 

  P 

Gender   0.215 

 Male 640 (61.8) 391 (64.8)  

Female 396 (38.2) 212 (35.2)  

Age, yr   0.597 

 ≤3 819 (79.1) 470 (77.9)  

3-6 217 (20.9) 133 (22.1)  

Birth weight, kg 

 ≤2500                                                   

 2500-4000 

>4000 

         

47 (4.5) 

928 (89.6) 

61 (5.9) 

           

47 (7.8)   

531 (88.1) 

25 (4.1) 

0.009** 

Residence   0.000** 

 Urban 545 (52.6) 155 (25.7)  

Rural 491 (47.4) 448 (74.3)  

Total children in family   0.162 

 1 734 (70.8) 412 (68.3)  

 >1 302 (29.2) 191 (31.7)  

Breastfeeding   0.000*** 

 No 274 (26.4) 234 (38.8)  

 Yes 762 (73.6) 369 (61.2)  

Breastfeeding duration, mos.    0.000** 

 0 268 (25.9) 207 (34.3)  

 ≤6 265 (25.6) 152 (25.2)  

 6 to ≤12 374 (36.1) 196 (32.5)  

 >12 129 (12.4) 48 (8.0)  

Mode of delivery   0.001** 

Natural delivery 565 (54.5) 380 (63.0)  

 Cesarean section 471 (45.5) 223 (37.0)  

Gestational age, wk   0.996 

 28-37 43 (4.2) 25 (4.1)  
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 37-42 993 (95.8) 578 (95.9)  

 Birth season#   0.342 

  Spring 

  Summer 

250 (24.1) 

251 (24.2) 

129 (21.4) 

136 (22.5) 

 

  Autumn 269 (26.0) 164 (27.2)  

  Winter 266 (25.7) 174 (28.9)  

# Spring: March-May; Summer: June-August; Autumn: September-November; Winter: 

December-February. 

*P ＜0.05, **P ＜0.01, ***P ＜0.001 


