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TABLE E-1 Reported Cases of Musculoskeletal Histoplasmosis* 

Author(s) Year 
Sex, Age 

(yr)  
Musculoskeletal 

Involvement 
Bone 

Involvement Relevant History Diagnosis Treatment Results 

Duration 
of 

Follow-
up 

Klingberg25 1950 F, 2 Osteomyelitis of skull, 
scapula, femur 

Diffuse Disseminated 
histoplasmosis 

Autopsy NA Death NA 

Allen26 1959 M, 3 mo Disseminated 
osteomyelitis, long 
bones 

Diffuse Disseminated 
histoplasmosis 

Autopsy NA Death NA 

M, 9 mo Disseminated skeletal 
osteomyelitis 

Diffuse Disseminated 
histoplasmosis 

Bone biopsy Amphotericin B + triple 
sulfa 

Gradual 
improvement 

1 mo 

Key and 
Large47 

1942 M, 47 Septic arthritis, knee Yes Suspected 
disseminated 
histoplasmosis 

Surgical 
pathology 

Amputation Death NA 

Gass and 
Kobayashi42 

1969 F, 86 Septic arthritis, knee No Disseminated 
histoplasmosis with 
Histoplasma vaginal 
ulcerations 

Synovial 
fluid culture 

Amphotericin B Resolution 24 mo 

Jones et al.43 1985 M, 29 Septic arthritis, knee No Acute myelogenous 
leukemia, refractory to 
chemotherapy 

Synovial 
fluid culture 

Amphotericin B Resolution of 
symptoms; death 
from leukemia in 
1 mo 

NA 

Calabrese21 1989 M, 35 Septic arthritis, knee Not specified AIDS Synovial 
fluid culture 

Not reported NA NA 

Van der 
Schee et al.44 

1990 M, 54 Chronic monarthritis, 
knee 

Multiple cystic 
lesions in knee 

Fulminant 
disseminated 
histoplasmosis 

Surgical 
pathology, 
postmortem 

Synovectomy Death from 
disseminated 
disease 

NA 

Darouiche et 
al.13 

1992 M, 70 Septic arthritis, knee No Pulmonary interstitial 
disease of unknown 
etiology, diabetes 
mellitus, polymyositis 

Synovial 
fluid culture 

Fluconazole (9 months) Resolution 5 mo 

Fowler et 
al.41 

1998 F, 84 Chronic septic 
arthritis after total hip 
arthroplasty 

Acetabular 
component 
loosening 

Chronic prednisone 
use, polymyalgia 
rheumatica, low-
functioning 

Surgical 
tissue culture 

Débridement + 
itraconazole 

Resolution 3 yr 

Weinberg et 
al.20 

2001 F, 40 Septic arthritis, knee No AIDS, pulmonary 
histoplasmosis, genital 
herpes simplex virus, 
history of 
noncompliance 

Synovial 
biopsy, 
culture 

Amphotericin B + 
itraconazole (12 mo) 

Recurrence at 1 
yr 

NA 

Omer et al.27 1963 M, 32 Carpal tunnel 
syndrome, 
tenosynovitis 

Carpal joint 
synovitis, lytic 
lesions in 

Previous treatment for 
inactive tuberculosis, 
prior positive 

Surgical 
tissue culture 

Synovial débridement, 
resection of involved 
bone + amphotericin B 

Resolution 26 mo 
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triquetrum histoplasmin reaction 
Vanĕk and 
Schwartz28 

1971 M, 24 Carpal tunnel 
syndrome, 
tenosynovitis 

No Negative Surgical 
pathology 
and culture 

Synovectomy, drainage Recurrence at 1 
yr 

NA 

Recurrence treated with 
amphotericin B 

Resolution Not 
specified 

Perlman et 
al.29 

1972 M, 24 Carpal tunnel 
syndrome, 
tenosynovitis 

No Possible 
histoplasmosis of 
adrenal glands 

Surgical 
pathology 
and culture 

Tenosynovectomy, 
débridement 

Recurrence at 1 
yr 

NA 

Recurrence treated with 
débridement + 
amphotericin B 

Resolution 4 yr 

Randall et 
al.30 

1982 F, 43 Carpal tunnel 
syndrome 

No Breast carcinoma, 
chemotherapy, 
disseminated 
histoplasmosis  

Surgical 
pathology 

Carpal tunnel release, 
débridement + 
amphotericin B 

Resolution 4 mo 

Strayer et 
al.31 

1981 F, 43 Carpal tunnel 
syndrome, 
tenosynovitis 

Possible Negative Surgical 
pathology 

Extensive synovectomy 
+ amphotericin B 

Resolution 4 mo 

Pfaller et 
al.32 

1985 F, 48 Acute-on-chronic 
tenosynovitis 

No Systemic lupus 
erythematosus, 
chronic oral 
corticosteroid use, 
disseminated 
histoplasmosis 

Surgical 
pathology 
and culture 

Débridement + 
amphotericin B (renal 
failure), then miconazole 

Slow 
improvement, 
death from 
underlying 
disease 

NA 

Mascola and 
Rickman33 

1991 M, 28 Carpal tunnel 
syndrome, synovitis 

No Negative Surgical 
tissue culture 

Carpal tunnel release, 
tenosynovectomy + 
ketoconazole (6 mo) 

Resolution 6 mo 

Eglseder34 1992 M, 29 Carpal tunnel 
syndrome, synovitis 

No Negative Surgical 
tissue culture 

Carpal tunnel release, 
tenosynovectomy + 
ketoconazole (6 mo) 

Resolution of 
pain, persistent 
paresthesias 

9 mo 

Care and 
Lacey35 

1998 M, 35 Carpal tunnel 
syndrome, flexor 
tenosynovitis 

Cystic changes 
in capitate 

Negative Surgical 
tissue culture 

Carpal tunnel release + 
ketoconazole (4 mo) 

Recurrence at 10 
yr 

NA 

Recurrence treated with 
extensive synovectomy, 
curettage of capitate + 
itraconazole (6 mo) 

Resolution 20 mo 

Schasfoort et 
al.36 

1999 M, 71 Extensor tendon and 
radiocarpal joint 

Yes Emphysema with 
chronic prednisone use 

Surgical 
pathology 

Synovectomy and 
drainage 

Poor wound 
healing 

NA 
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tenosynovitis, chronic 
scaphoid osteomyelitis 
late 

for 20 yr, Hindustani 
origin, travel from 
Surinam 

and culture Irrigation, drainage + 
itraconazole then 
fluconazole 

Progression NA 

Débridement, proximal 
row carpectomy + 
amphotericin B 

Resolution Not 
specified 

Cucurrull et 
al.37 

2005 F, 42 Index flexor 
tenosynovitis 

No Systemic lupus 
erythematosus, lupus 
nephritis, prior 
cortico-steroid use for 
12 yr 

Surgical 
pathology 
and culture 

Itraconazole (12 mo) Resolution 24 mo 

Jones and 
Goodwin40 

1981 M, 67 Osteomyelitis, distal 
humeral shaft 

Isolated lytic 
lesion 

Negative Surgical 
pathology 

Amphotericin B Resolution of 
symptoms, 
reduction in size 
of lesion 

14 mo 

Adkins et 
al.38 

1994 F, 59 Osteomyelitis, middle 
of humeral shaft 

Lytic lesion Pulmonary 
histoplasmosis 

Surgical 
pathology 

Not specified NA NA 

Palmgren 
and Buhr39 

2005 M, 60 Osteomyelitis, distal 
tibial shaft 

Isolated lytic 
lesion 

Non-Hodgkin 
lymphoma treated 
with chemotherapy 
over 5 yr, 
Streptococcus-positive 
culture as well 

Surgical 
biopsy 
culture 

Irrigation and 
débridement, bone 
grafting + intravenous 
ceftriaxone and 
itraconazole (11 mo) 

Resolution 11 mo 

Present case 2009 M, 33 Osteomyelitis, distal 
part of the radius 

Isolated lytic 
lesion 

Negative Surgical 
pathology 

Curettage, argon beam 
coagulation, antibiotic 
cement + itraconazole 
(12 mo) 

Resolution 23 mo 

*AIDS  = acquired immunodeficiency syndrome, NA = not available. 

 


