
TABLE E-1 Descriptive Statistics for Top Ten CPT Codes* 
  Count Mean Median 75% Maximum 

Code Description 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003
29881 Knee arthroscopy/meniscus 6379 7782 8130 7823 7074 9.68 10.76 10.97 10.90 11.45 6 7 8 8 8 14 17 17 17 18 72 65 68 59 119 
29826 Shoulder arthroscopy/decompression 1683 2392 3028 3335 3568 2.55 3.31 4.09 4.64 5.77 0 1 1 1 2 3 4 5 6 8 44 99 84 66 90 
64721 Carpal tunnel surgery 3192 3775 3649 4382 3142 4.84 5.22 4.92 6.10 5.08 2 2 1 2 1 6 6 5 7 6 67 66 73 94 66 
29877 Knee arthroscopy/chondral 2781 3293 3659 3513 3132 4.22 4.55 4.94 4.89 5.07 1 2 2 2 2 5 6 7 7 7 80 53 106 47 58 
20680 Removal of support implant 2531 3631 3563 3577 3091 3.84 5.02 4.81 4.98 5.00 3 4 3 3 3 5 7 7 7 7 29 41 36 89 38 
29888 Knee arthroscopy/ACL reconstruction 2183 2647 2733 2772 2418 3.31 3.66 3.69 3.86 3.91 1 1 1 2 2 5 6 6 6 6 28 31 38 48 32 
27447 Total knee replacement 1996 1942 2394 2850 2134 3.03 2.69 3.23 3.97 3.45 1 1 1 1 1 4 3 4 5 4 81 46 59 63 67 
27236 Repair of thigh fracture/femoral neck 2017 2338 2487 2402 2027 3.06 3.23 3.36 3.35 3.28 2 2 2 2 2 5 5 5 5 5 19 19 34 24 23 
27244 Repair of thigh fracture/trochanteric 2577 2973 2748 2429 1752 3.91 4.11 3.71 3.38 2.83 3 3 3 2 2 6 6 6 5 4 25 26 27 28 22 
11012 Débride skin/muscle/bone/fracture 1172 1981 1811 1608 1594 1.78 2.74 2.44 2.24 2.58 0 0 0 0 0 2 3 3 2 2 37 62 79 56 76 

*CPT = Current Procedural Terminology. ACL = anterior cruciate ligament. 
 



TABLE E-2 Descriptive Statistics for the Top Four Spine CPT Codes within the Top Thirty-five Codes Overall* 
  Count Mean 75% Maximum 

Code Description 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003
63047 Removal of spinal lamina 952 769 1019 1096 1119 1.44 1.06 1.38 1.53 1.81 0 0 0 0 0 67 35 49 80 65 
22612 Lumbar spine fusion 652 729 932 1044 1018 0.99 1.01 1.26 1.45 1.65 0 0 0 0 0 34 36 46 77 55 
63030 Low back disc surgery 1080 940 1073 976 995 1.64 1.3 1.45 1.36 1.61 0 0 0 0 0 63 51 44 58 47 
20937 Spinal bone autograft 264 690 860 882 890 0.4 0.95 1.16 1.23 1.44 0 0 0 0 0 22 29 38 47 52 

*CPT = Current Procedural Terminology 



TABLE E-3 Data on Procedures for Seventy Candidates with Declared Subspecialty of Spine* 
CPT Description Count 2003 Rank 
63047 Removal of spinal lamina-lumbar 959 1 
22612 Lumbar spine fusion (post/post lateral) 935 2 
63030 Low back disc surgery (laminotomy) 885 3 
20937 Spinal bone autograft (morselized) 801 4 
63048 Removal of spinal lamina (additional) 670 5 
22554 Neck spine fusion 631 6 
22845 Insert spine fixation device (posterior) 610 7 
22842 Insert spine fixation device (anterior) 592 8 
22851 Apply spine prosthetic device 550 9 
63075 Neck spine discectomy 516 10 
22614 Spine fusion/extra segment 427 11 
22840 Insert spine fixation device (post non-segment) 407 12 
22630 Lumbar spine fusion (post interbody) 347 13 
22585 Additional spinal fusion 340 14 
20936 Spinal bone autograft 285 15 
69990 Non-orthopaedic CPT (use of operating microscope) 267 16 
20931 Spinal bone allograft 252 17 
20938 Spinal bone autograft (structural) 242 18 
63042 Low back disc surgery (laminotomy-re-explore) 237 19 
22558 Lumbar spine fusion (anterior interbody) 219 20 
22899 Unlisted spine surgery procedure 174 21 
63035 Added spinal disc surgery 172 22 
63076 Neck spine discectomy (additional interspace) 152 23 
22852 Remove spine fixation device 132 24 
27236 Repair of thigh fracture 130 25 

*CPT = Current Procedural Terminology 
 


