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Patient Selection After Mandatory Bundled Payments for Hip and Knee Replacement. 
Limited Evidence of Lemon-Dropping or Cherry-Picking
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Fair Play: Limited Lemon-Dropping in Bundled-Payment Policy for Hip and Knee Replacement 

Bundled-payment programs were 
introduced for hip and knee 
replacement (HKR) to reduce costs and 
improve outcomes

But early studies indicated 
cherry-picking of healthier patients and 

lemon-dropping of patients at higher 
risk of complications or remission
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