
Need for Postoperative Chemistry Panels in Total Joint Arthroplasty Patients 
Chemistry-7 (Chem-7) panels are routinely performed to 

assess electrolyte imbalance in the body

© 2021 Journal of Bone & Joint Surgery, Inc. (JBJS) 
For clinical, educational, or research purposes, free reuse of the image is permitted with appropriate attribution to the published article as the original source. Reproduction of the image for any commercial use requires permission from healthpermissions@wolterskluwer.com

Routine Postoperative Chemistry Panels Are Not Necessary
for Most Total Joint Arthroplasty Patients  theJBJS   |         @JBJSwww.jbjs.org   |   
Tischler et al. (2021)  |  DOI: 10.2106/JBJS.20.01530 

However, whether such panels are helpful in short-stay 
orthopaedic procedures is not known 
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Postoperative chem-7 testing is recommended only
in patients with certain risk factors who are admitted to 

hospitals for short-stay procedures, with Na+, K+, and 
Cr as the most important electrolytes


