
It is unclear whether 
extending antibiotics past 
the recommended 24 hours 
postoperatively is beneficial

Is Prolonged Antibiotic Administration Beneficial for Patients Undergoing Spinal Surgery with Closed-Suction Drains?
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Closed-suction drains increase 
surgical site infection rates

Patients undergoing posterior 
thoracolumbar spinal surgery

24-hour group 
n=282 

72-hour group 
n=270 

Antibiotics

Antibiotics

24
hours Antibiotics

72
hours

Extended use of antibiotics after spinal surgery with closed-suction drain has no benefits, but rather results in prolonged hospital stays
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