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Appendix 

TABLE E-1 Quality Assessment of Included Case Series Using the NIH Quality Assessment Tool* 

Study 

Responses (Evaluator 1/Evaluator 2) 

Consensus Item 1 Item 2 Item 3 Item 4 Item 5 Item 6 Item 7 Item 8 Item 9 Overall Quality 

Amstutz and Maki (1978)10 +/+ −/− +/+ CD/CD +/+ +/+ +/+ NA/NA +/+ Fair/fair Fair 

Amstutz et al. (1984)9 +/+ −/− +/+ CD/CD +/+ +/+ +/+ +/NA +/+ Fair/fair Fair 

Bal et al. (1998)11 +/+ −/− +/+ CD/CD +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ Fair/good Fair 

Barrack and Butler (2005)12 +/+ +/− +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ Good/good Good 

Berry and Muller (1993)13 +/+ +/− +/− +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ NA/NA +/+ Good/fair Good 

Boardman et al. (1978)14 +/+ −/− +/+ CD/CD +/+ +/− +/+ NA/NA +/+ Fair/fair Fair 

Browne and Sheehan 

(1986)15 

−/+ −/− +/+ CD/CD +/+ +/+ +/+ NA/NA +/+ Fair/fair Fair 

Charnley (1972)16 −/+ −/− +/+ CD/+ +/+ +/− +/+ NA/NA +/+ Fair/fair Fair 

Chen et al. (2000)17 +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ Good/good Good 

Chilvers et al. (2002)18 +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ NA/NA +/+ Good/good Good 

Clarke et al. (1979)19 +/+ −/− +/+ CD/CD +/+ +/+ +/+ NA/NA +/+ Fair/fair Fair 

Dall and Miles (1983)4 +/+ −/− +/− CD/CD +/+ +/− +/+ NA/NA +/− Fair/poor Fair 

Fernandez et al. (2017)21 +/+ +/+ +/− +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ NA/NA +/+ Good/good Good 

Frankel et al. (1993)22 −/+ +/− +/+ +/+ +/+ −/− +/+ +/+ +/+ Fair/fair Fair 

Gottschalk et al. (1988)23 +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ −/+ Fair/good Good 

Hamadouche et al. (2003)24 +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ Good/good Good 

Harris and Crothers 

(1978)25 

−/+ −/− +/+ CD/CD +/+ +/+ +/+ NA/NA +/+ Poor/fair Fair 

Hartofilakidis et al. (2011)26 +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ Good/good Good 

Hasler et al. (2014; 

abstract)27 

+/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/CD +/+ +/+ NA/NA +/+ Good/good Good 

Horwitz et al. (1993)28 +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ Good/good Good 

Huffman and Ries (2003)29 +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ Good/good Good 

Imagama et al. (2016; 

abstract)30 

+/+ −/− NR/NR CD/CD +/CD +/− +/+ NA/NA +/+ Fair/fair Fair 

Jensen and Harris (1986)31 +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/− +/+ NA/NA +/+ Good/fair Good 

Johnston (1973)32 −/− +/− +/+ +/+ +/− +/+ +/+ NA/NA +/− Fair/poor Fair 

Kim et al. (2017)3 +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ Good/good Good 

Koyama et al. (2001)34 +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ −/− +/+ +/+ +/+ Fair/fair Fair 

Laflamme et al. (2012)35 +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ −/− +/+ +/+ +/+ Fair/fair Fair 

Lakstein et al. (2010)37 +/+ +/+ −/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ Good/good Good 
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Lakstein et al. (2010)38 +/+ +/+ −/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ NA/+ +/+ Fair/good Good 

Lakstein et al. (2010)36 +/+ +/+ −/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ Good/good Good 

Lindgren and Svenson 

(1988)39 

+/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ NA/NA −/+ Fair/good Good 

Mardones et al. (2005)40 +/+ +/+ +/− +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ NA/NA +/+ Good/good Good 

McCarthy et al. (1999)41 +/+ −/− −/+ CD/CD +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ Fair/fair Fair 

Morshed et al. (2005)42 +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ Good/good Good 

Nercessian et al. (1996)43 +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ Good/good Good 

Nezry et al. (2003)44 +/+ +/+ +/NR +/+ +/+ −/− +/+ NA/NA −/+ Fair/fair Fair 

Nicholson et al. (2001)63 +/+ +/+ −/+ +/+ +/+ −/− +/+ NA/NA +/+ Fair/fair Fair 

Nikolopoulos et al. (2010; 

abstract)45 

+/+ +/+ +/NR +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ NA/NA −/+ Fair/good Good 

Ozan et al. (2014)46 +/+ +/+ +/− +/+ +/+ −/− +/+ +/+ −/+ Fair/fair Fair 

Panousis et al. (2004)47 +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/− +/+ NA/NA +/+ Good/fair Good 

Patel et al. (2012)48 +/+ +/+ +/NR +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ Good/good Good 

Ritter et al. (1991)49 −/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ −/− Fair/fair Fair 

Schutzer and Harris 

(1988)50 

+/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/− +/+ NA/NA +/+ Good/fair Good 

Silverton et al. (1996)52 +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ NA/NA +/+ Good/good Good 

Stefanich and Jabbur 

(1988)53 

+/+ +/− +/NR +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ −/+ +/+ Fair/good Good 

Stewart et al. (2017)54 +/+ +/+ +/− +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ Good/good Good 

Takahira et al. (2010)55 +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ Good/good Good 

Tetreault and McGrory 

(2016)57 

+/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ Good/good Good 

Vicar and Coleman (1984)58 +/+ +/+ +/− +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ Good/good Good 

Volz and Turner (1975)65 −/− −/− NR/NR CD/CD +/+ −/− NR/N
R 

NA/NA −/− Poor/poor Poor 
(excluded) 

Wang et al. (2005)59 +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ NA/NA +/+ Good/good Good 

Weaver (1975)60 +/+ −/− NR/NR CD/CD +/+ +/+ +/+ NA/NA +/+ Poor/fair Fair 

Whiteside (2006)64 −/− −/− NR/− CD/CD +/+ +/− NR/N
R 

NA/NA −/− Poor/poor Poor 
(excluded) 

Zarin et al. (2009)62 +/+ +/+ +/NR +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ Good/good Good 

*+ = yes, − = no, CD = cannot determine, NA = not applicable, and NR = not reported.
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TABLE E-2 Quality Assessment of Included Cohort Studies Using the NIH Quality Assessment Tool* 

 

Responses (Evaluator 1/Evaluator 2) 

Emerson et al. 

(2001)20 

Kelley and 
Johnston 

(1992)33 

Shah and Prasad 

(2003)51 

Teanby et al. 

(1996)56 

Wroblewski and 

Shelley (1985)61 

Item 1 –/+ +/+ +/+ –/+ +/– 

Item 2 +/+ +/– +/+ +/+ +/– 
Item 3 NA/NR NA/NR NA/NR NA/NR NA/NR 
Item 4 –/– –/– NR/+ NR/+ NR/– 
Item 5 +/– +/– –/– –/– –/– 
Item 6 +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ 
Item 7 +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ 
Item 8 NA/NR NA/NR NA/NR NA/NR NA/NR 
Item 9 +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ 
Item 10 –/– –/– –/– –/– –/– 
Item 11 +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ 
Item 12 –/– –/– –/– –/– –/– 
Item 13 +/+ +/+ +/NR +/NR NR/NR 
Item 14 –/– –/– –/– –/– –/– 
Overall quality Fair/good Good/fair Good/good Fair/good Fair/fair 
Consensus Good Good Good Fair Fair 
*− = no, + = yes, NA = not applicable, and NR = not reported. 

 


