
Indwelling Urinary Catheter Removal - Inpatient - Adult Algorithm

No

   Do NOT apply to:
- Urology, Gynecology       

or Spinal Cord injured patient
- Patients with catheters

placed by Urology on prior   
admission

- Complex pelvic reconstructive   
surgery patients

- Patients with lumbar epidural
- End of life careSTART:

Do any of these
indicators apply?

- Significant hematuria
- Bladder outlet obstruction
- Need to monitor or collect urine and 

         unable to collect without catheter    
- Incontinence with open sacral or 

          perineal wound

Yes Re-evaluate 
every 24 hours

Do indicators 
still exist?

Yes

No

Remove 
catheter

Is patient post-operative 
day one or two? No

Yes

Yes

               Evaluate:

- Is patient alert
- Is pain controlled
-Is patient able to use 
commode/urinal

Remove 
catheter

END ALGORITHM:

Initiate Bladder Management 
Protocol and place 

“Discontinue  Urinary 
Catheter” order in Health 

Link
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No

Re-evaluate 
every 4 
hours
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