
Bladder Management – Surgical Inpatient – Adult Algorithm

START:

- On arrival to unit from PACU    
    without indwelling urinary catheter

- Patient has not voided in 4-5 hours

- Concern for urinary retention 
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KEY:

Pt         Patient
PVR     Post Void Residual
ATV     Able to void

*     If PVR greater than     
         200 mL for 3rd time,     
         consider contacting      
         physician

Do NOT apply to:

- Urology or Gynecology patients
- Patients with catheters placed by    

               Urology on prior admission
- Patients with bladder outlet   

               obstruction, chronic urinary           
retention or significant hematuria

-Complex pelvic reconstruct 
                patients

-Patients with lumbar epidurals
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END ALGORITHM:
Call Physician.

After 24 hours of straight 
catheterization, insert indwelling 
urinary catheter and place order 

in Health Link.

END ALGORITHM:
Discontinue “Initiate Bladder 
Management Protocol” order 

in Health Link
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