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Note.  The contour lines represent the proportion of variance explained by omitted confounders for the mediator and the outcome, showing various magnitudes. An omitted confounder must explain ~24% of the remaining variance in the outcome model and ~53% of the reamining variance in the mediation model for the average causal mediation effect (ACME) effect to be zero, that is, the effect of the practcie environment on quality of care. The product of the R2 statistics (.24)(.53) or 13% of the total variance must be explained by an omitted confounder to make the mediation effect zero. 
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