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Glossary of Terms
Cohesiveness: capability to cohere or stick together  

Confocal microscopy: type of imaging technology that allows sharp visualization of fixed or living cells and tissues via use of spatial filtering techniques to eliminate out-of-focus light or glare in specimens whose thickness exceeds the immediate plane of focus

Dermis: layer of the skin below the epidermis; contains blood and lymphatic vessels, nerves and nerve endings, glands, and hair follicles

Epidermis: outermost layer of the skin; thicker areas of skin consists of five distinct layers, but other areas of the body only contain four layers 

Full-thickness skin injury: skin damage that extends past the dermis into the subcutaneous tissue

Furunculosis: skin condition marked by the presence of localized pyogenic infection (furuncle, boil) that is often chronic and recurrent 

Leakage current: electrical current that leaks through damaged insulation in an electrical or battery-operated device and flows to the ground, potentially through the device operator or the patient

Medical adhesive remover: substance used to remove adhesive or tape residues, barrier films, etc; may be formulated as wipes, pads, or sprays

Partial-thickness skin injury: skin damage that involves both the epidermis and dermis shouldn’t this read “… damage involving loss of the epidermis and possible partial loss of the dermis”?
Peel force: measure of the force needed to remove an adhesive product from the skin or a suitable substrate; the higher the peel force, the higher the holding power of the product

Primer: agent used to help bond an adhesive to its tape/dressing/device backing

Release agent: agent applied to tape backing to facilitate removal of the tape from the roll

Skin protectant: Substance that protects intact or damaged skin from irritation by forming a protective interface between the skin and adhesives, exudates, enzymatic drainage, urine, stool, etc.; may be formulated as a liquid barrier film (foam, wipe, or spray), ointment or occlusive moisturizer, or cream

Strapping: process of stretching tape/dressing across the skin while during application; can cause lifting of the epidermis as the tape/dressing backing resists stretching or regains its original shape, resulting in skin tears or tension injuries

Stratum corneum: outermost layer of the epidermis, consisting of several layers of flat keratinized non-nucleated cells

Superficial skin injury: skin damage that involves only partial loss of the epidermis

Transepidermal water loss (TEWL): the rate at which water vapor is lost from the body through the skin (a measure of skin health and barrier function)
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