Appendix. Patients with structural abnormalities on postoperative surveillance US
	
	Age at diagnosis
	AJCC/UICC staging
	ATA risk
	Location
	Size (mm)
	US feature
	Follow-up
	FNA result
	Time of detection of locoregional lesions, y
	Final US
	Time of final follow-up US, ya

	1
	>45
	I
	Low
	Op bed

Level 4 Level 3
	7x4

9x3

10x7
	Nonspecific

Loss of fatty hilum

Loss of fatty hilum
	FNA

FNA

FNA
	NFM

NFM

NFM
	2.1
	NC


	8.2

	2
	>45
	IVa
	Intermediate
	Level 5
	8x4
	Focal cortical hyperechogenicity
	FNA
	NFM
	0.4
	Negative
	9.0

	3
	≤45
	I
	Intermediate
	Level 3
	10x6
	Loss of fatty hilum
	FNA
	NFM
	2.2
	Negative
	6.2

	4
	≤45
	I
	Low
	Level 4

Level 4
	9x5

5x5
	Loss of fatty hilum

Loss of fatty hilum
	FNA

FNA
	NFM

NFM
	3.9
	Negative
	6.3

	5
	≤45
	I
	Intermediate
	Level 3
	10x6
	Focal cortical hyperechogenicity
	FNA
	NFM
	4.0
	Negative
	6.1

	6
	>45
	IVa
	Intermediate
	Level 3
	11x4
	Loss of fatty hilum
	FNA
	NFM
	2.4
	Negative
	6.5

	7
	>45
	III
	Intermediate
	Level 3
	10x3
	Loss of fatty hilum
	FNA
	NFM
	2.4
	Negative
	5.9

	8
	≤45
	I
	Intermediate
	Level 3
	13x4
	Loss of fatty hilum
	FNA
	NFM
	3.9
	Negative
	5.1

	9
	>45
	IVa
	Intermediate
	Op bed
	5x5
	Round shape
	FNA
	NFM
	5.2
	Negative
	3.2

	10
	>45
	III
	Intermediate
	Level 4
	10x6
	Loss of fatty hilum
	FNA
	NFM
	4.7
	NC
	4.9

	11
	>45
	III
	Intermediate
	Level 4
	9x5
	Loss of fatty hilum
	FNA
	NFM
	0.9
	NC
	5.0

	12
	>45
	III
	Intermediate
	Level 4
	10x5
	Loss of fatty hilum
	FNA
	NFM
	2.9
	NC
	4.8

	13
	≤45
	I
	Intermediate
	Op bed
	4x3
	Loss of fatty hilum
	FNA
	NFM
	4.9
	NC
	2.9

	14
	>45
	I
	Low
	Level 4
	13x7
	Loss of fatty hilum
	FNA
	NFM
	3.1
	NC
	2.5

	15
	>45
	III
	Intermediate
	Level 4
	9x5
	Hyperechogenicity with cystic change
	FNA
	metastasis
	4.0
	Negative
	2.7

	16
	>45
	III
	Intermediate
	Level 4
	16x9
	Hyperechogenicity with microcalcifications
	FNA
	metastasis
	7.6
	Negative
	0.9

	17
	≤45
	I
	Intermediate
	Op bed
	4x2
	Loss of fatty hilum
	FNA
	metastasis
	4.2
	NC
	3.8

	18
	>45
	I
	Low
	Level 4
	6x3
	Loss of fatty hilum
	FNA
	metastasis
	3.2
	Negative
	4.3


	19
	>45
	III
	High
	Level 4
	7x7
	Hyperechogenicity
	FNA
	metastasis
	0.8
	Negative
	6.1

	20
	≤45
	I
	Intermediate
	Level 2
	24x8
	Loss of fatty hilum
	US
	
	1.0
	NC
	3.1

	21
	≤45
	I
	Intermediate
	Level 4
	6x3
	Loss of fatty hilum
	US
	
	3.0
	NC
	1.0

	22
	>45
	IVa
	Intermediate
	Level 3
	6x3
	Focal cortical hyperechogenicity
	US
	
	2.6
	Negative
	8.2

	23
	>45
	I
	Low
	Op bed
	3x2
	Loss of fatty hilum
	US
	
	8.4
	NC
	1.2

	24
	>45
	I
	Low
	Op bed
	12x6
	Loss of fatty hilum
	US
	
	1
	Negative
	7.5

	25
	>45
	III
	Intermediate
	Op bed
	4x2
	Loss of fatty hilum
	US
	
	3.2
	Negative
	5.7

	26
	>45
	III
	Intermediate
	Op bed
	6x3
	Loss of fatty hilum
	US
	
	0.8
	NC
	8.1

	27
	>45
	III
	Intermediate
	Level 3
	10x3
	Loss of fatty hilum
	US
	
	2.2
	NC
	3.3

	28
	>45
	III
	Intermediate
	Level 4
	11x6
	Loss of fatty hilum
	FNA
	NFM
	4.5
	NC
	2.3

	29
	>45
	I
	Low
	Op bed
	8x5
	Loss of fatty hilum
	FNA
	NFM
	2.6
	NC
	4.6

	30
	≤45
	IVa
	Intermediate
	Op bed
	12x7
	Round shape
	FNA
	NFM
	4.1
	NC
	4.1

	31
	>45
	I
	Low
	Op bed
	11x9
	Loss of fatty hilum
	FNA
	NFM
	4
	Negative
	3.8

	32
	≤45
	I
	Intermediate
	Level 3
	17x15
	Cystic change
	FNA
	NFM
	1.8
	NC
	6.1

	33
	≤45
	I
	Low
	Level 2
	12x5
	Loss of fatty hilum
	FNA
	NFM
	3.1
	NC
	4.2


Abbreviations: AJCC/ UICC TNM staging, the American Joint Committee on Cancer (AJCC)/Union Internationale Contre le Cancer (UICC) staging (7th ed., 2010); ATA, American Thyroid Association; FNA, fine needle aspiration; NFM, negative for malignancy; NC, no interval change from initial US features
aDuration from detection of structural abnormalities to final US follow-up
