Additional file 1. PubMed search strategy

#1	“randomized controlled trial” [pt] OR “controlled clinical trial” [pt] OR “randomized” [ti, ab] OR “placebo” [ti, ab] OR “trial” [ti, ab] OR “groups” [ti, ab];
[bookmark: OLE_LINK6][bookmark: OLE_LINK5]#2	clinical trials as topic [mesh: noexp];
#3	#1 OR #2;
[bookmark: OLE_LINK13][bookmark: OLE_LINK14]#4	“acupotomy” [ti, ab] OR “needle scalpel” [ti, ab] OR “needle knife” [ti, ab] OR “acupotomlogy” [ti, ab] OR “miniscalpel acupuncture” [ti, ab] OR “miniscalpel needle” [ti, ab] OR “stiletto needle” [ti, ab] OR “Xiaozhendao” [ti, ab];
[bookmark: OLE_LINK8][bookmark: OLE_LINK9][bookmark: OLE_LINK7]#5	“Osteoarthritis, Knee” [Mesh] OR “Knee Osteoarthritides” [ti, ab] OR “Knee Osteoarthritis” [ti, ab] OR “Osteoarthritides, Knee” [ti, ab] OR “Osteoarthritis Of Knee” [ti, ab] OR “Knee, Osteoarthritis Of” [ti, ab] OR “Knees, Osteoarthritis Of” [ti, ab];
#6	“Antiinflammatory Agents, Non Steroidal” [Mesh] OR “NSAIDs” [ti, ab] OR “Non-Steroidal Anti-Inflammatory Agents” [ti, ab] OR “Anti Inflammatory Agents, Nonsteroidal” [ti, ab] OR “Nonsteroidal Antiinflammatory Agents” [ti, ab] OR “Analgesics, Anti-Inflammatory” [ti, ab] OR “Anti-Inflammatory Analgesics” [ti, ab] OR “Aspirin-Like Agents” [ti, ab];
#7	#3 AND #4 AND #5 AND #6;
[bookmark: _GoBack]The same search items will be used to search all electronic databases.
