SUPPLEMENT 1

Criteria for the assessment of the risk for bias

Study population

A.

Inception cohort (defined in relationship to onset of symptoms)

+/-/?

B.

Description of relevant inclusion and exclusion criteria


+/-/?

C.

Description of study population





+/-/?

Follow-up 
D.

Prospective data collection 





+/-/?

E.

Follow-up of at least 1-year





+/-/?

F.

Lost to follow-up/drop-outs < 20 %




+/-/?


G.

Information completers versus lost to follow-up/drop-outs


+/-/?

Treatment

H. 

Treatment in cohort is fully described/standardised


+/-/?

Outcome 

I. 

Assessment of standardised outcome measurement 


+/-/?

J.

Independent assessment of outcome measurement


+/-/?

Prognostic factors

K.

Assessment of standardised prognostic variables

 
+/-/?

L.

Independent assessment of the prognostic variables


+/-/?

Data presentation 

M. 

Data presentation of the outcome measurement



+/-/?

N.

Data presentation of the prognostic variables



+/-/?

Data analysis

O.

Appropriate univariate crude estimates




+/-/?


P. 

Appropriate multivariate analysis techniques



+/-/?


+; positive (sufficient information and a positive assessment)

-;  negative (sufficient information, but potential bias due to inadequate design or conduct)

?; unclear (insufficient information in the article to answer the question)

Explanation of the criteria 

A. Positive if the cohort was approximately uniform with respect to the duration of complaints. 

B. Positive if was described: 

1) organic or non-organic causes of CAP that were included or excluded

2) relevant co-morbidity like certain organic-, psychological- or psychiatric disorders that would influence prognosis.

C. Positive if was described:

1) in what setting the patients were recruited (i.e. general practice, hospital)

2) referral status (the referral party, the prior investigations, etc)

3) age distribution

4) sex distribution

D. Positive if a prospective design was used. 

E. Positive if the follow-up period was at least 1 year. 
F. Positive if the total number of participants was >80% on the last moment of follow-up compared to the number of participants at baseline.

G. Positive if two or more of the following four characteristics: age, sex, SES, initial severity of abdominal pain were presented for completers and those lost to follow-up at the main moment of outcome measurement. Also positive in case of no loss to follow-up.

H. Positive if treatment subsequent to inclusion in cohort is fully described or standardised. 

In addition, positive in case of no treatment was given. 

I. Positive if the outcome was measured in the same way and at the same follow-up time for every person with an objective method. 

J. Positive if the outcome was measured independent from the prognostic variables. 

K. Positive if three or more of the following prognostic determinants were measured at baseline in the same way for every person with an objective method: age, sex, SES, severity of abdominal pain, a psychosocial factor. 

L. In case of a retrospective study: positive if prognostic determinants were measured independent from the outcome. Also positive in case of prospective data collection.

M. Positive if frequency, percentage or mean, median (Inter Quartile Range) and standard deviation/confidence interval (CI) were reported or could be calculated for the outcome measure.

N. Positive if frequency, percentage or mean, median and standard deviation/CI were reported or can be calculated for 3 or more of the following prognostic determinants: age, sex, SES, severity of abdominal pain, a psychosocial factor. 

O. Positive if univariate OR, RR or differences of continuous variables, with a 95% CI were given or the associations could be calculated.

P. Positive if adjusted OR, RR, differences of continuous variables with a 95% Confidence Intervals were given. Adjustment for three or more of the following prognostic determinants: age, sex, SES, severity of abdominal pain, a psychological factor, if they are associated with the outcome in univariate analyses
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