Appendix I

Examples of Focus Interview Semi-Structured Questions

Pediatric Patients

Introduction to children. Reminder that questions are geared toward GI problems.

· How does your health affect your activities? Does it keep you from doing what you want to do?
· When you have the problems, does it ever get in the way of when you are having a flare up of you taking care of yourself? Taking a shower, brushing your teeth, getting dressed?
· Are there days when you may be having stomach pain that you just don’t want to get up and get dressed?
· Anything specific with the abdominal pain?
· What symptoms bother you the most and why?
· Does it limit you from doing things you want to do?

· Does it affect or limit you from doing things with your families? Going out to dinner, movies, and other activities?
· Does your abdominal problem keep you from going to school; interfere with school activities?
· Do you feel different from your classmates because you have this problem?
· How does that make you feel?
· Has there been a time when you were going to go out somewhere and you didn’t feel good so you didn’t get to go?

· What about eating?

· Can you eat whatever you want?
· Are there any foods that you eat that make your stomach hurt? 
· Do you have to follow a special diet?

· Does it ever wake you up at night or keep you from going to sleep?
· Can you do something to help the pain go away so you can go back to sleep?

· Dou you have problems with diarrhea, going to the bathroom too much or have trouble going to the bathroom?
· Do you take medicine every day?
· How do you feel about taking medications every day?
· Is taking medication or participating in other treatments a problem?

· Do your friends know you have abdominal problems?
· Do you share your health problems with your friends?

· Do they treat you differently?
· What kinds of things do you worry most about?
· Has taking the medicine helped with the problems?
· How do you know when you need to see the doctor?

· How do you feel when you have to come to the doctor?
· Is there anything else that you want us to know?

Examples of Focus Interview Semi-Structured Questions

Parents of Pediatric Patients

· How is her overall health?
· What is the biggest concern about your child’s health?
· What do you think is your child’s biggest concern about his or her health?
· How does it affect her overall health?
· Does it affect her daily activities?
· Has it limited the family activities in any way?
· What symptoms bother your child the most?

· Have you changed how your family eats?

· Does manipulating her diet help at all?
· When do you know you have to take her to the doctor for this particular problem? 
· How would you know if he needs to go to the bathroom?
· How do you know when your child needs to go to the hospital?

· What symptoms bother your child the most?
· Do the problems when she has the tummy aches and constipation affect her interactions with other children?

· Does if effect her sleeping or eating?
· Do you think this affects how she feels about herself?

· Does she have any problems or hesitations about going to the bathroom at school?
· Does she worry about it?

· What kind of things does your child worry about?

· Does she use medicine every day?

· Is taking medication or participating in other treatments a problem?
· Does it cause any problems within the family?
· Does your child’s health affect his or her relationships with other people? If so, how?
· Is there anything else that you want us to know?

