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1. Identify a topic for your manuscript. 
[Explain why you selected it, why you are the appropriate person to write about this topic, and if anyone else should be included as co-authors or be acknowledged?]
	My topic focuses on a visual learning activity called “First Impressions” that I developed, implemented, and evaluated with undergraduate nursing students enrolled in a transcultural nursing course that I had taught for several years. This approach was primarily used to help nursing students understand the potential impact that “first impressions” or “snap judgements” could have on communicating and interacting with patients and colleagues. The activity was implemented in a course lesson to help students understand the abstract concepts of stereotyping, prejudice, and discrimination. It also resulted in students’ active engagement in small group work as they shared their personal perspectives.     

I am the appropriate person to write about this topic because I created, used, and evaluated the learning activity and outcomes. 
There is no other person that needs to be included in this manuscript at this time. 
    


2. State the purpose of your manuscript. 
[Use one complete sentence]
	This manuscript describes the creation, implementation, and evaluation of a visual learning activity called “First Impressions” aimed to increase nursing students’ understanding of stereotyping, prejudice, and discrimination within the context of patient care and work teams.     


3. Describe the type of manuscript you plan to publish.

      [Is it a clinical article, research paper, review of the literature, quality improvement, teaching innovation, etc.?) 

	Teaching innovation 


4. List the strengths that you possess that will support your success. 
         [For example, I have professional experience on this topic, have successfully used this teaching strategy several times, etc.]

	As previously stated, I am very familiar with this learning activity and have extensive experience using it in both face-to-face and online courses.  I am familiar with the person perception literature and visual tools associated with this topic based on my prior dissertation work. 


5. Identify potential barriers and strategies to minimize them.
[For example, I am working and going to school full-time, so I will create a project plan; It is challenging for me to find time to write so I will block out 1-2 hours each day to write, etc.]

	I need to schedule enough time to complete my manuscript draft, so I will dedicate two half days each week, Thursday and Saturday mornings. These are times that align with my work and home schedules and when I feel creative. I will also set a due date two months from today and work backwards to meet a personal deadline for submission.    

 


6. What is the status of your latest literature review on the topic?
[For example, I completed a review in 2018 but need to update my search]   
	My literature review needs updated from 2-3 years ago, so I will work with our health sciences librarian to update, as needed. 


7. Select and prioritize three (3) potential peer-reviewed journals that would be appropriate for your manuscript and provide your rationale for selecting each journal.  Review the journal’s mission, targeted readers, and Author Guidelines. 
Journal #1 
	Nurse Educator 
This journal is peer reviewed (impact factor 1.245) and targeted to faculty who work in schools of nursing as well as nurses who function in an educator role in other settings. Acceptable topics for this journal include those related to teaching and learning in nursing. I also value the expertise of the journal’s editor and the journal’s metrics.  Have previously published in this journal and had a positive experience.    


Journal #2

	Journal of Nursing Education
This journal is peer-reviewed (impact factor 1.070) and targeted to nurse educators. It focuses on the teaching-learning process, innovations, and offers short features such as “educational Innovations” that may be appropriate for my manuscript. 


Journal #3

	Journal of Transcultural Nursing  
This journal is peer reviewed (impact factor 1.278) and serves as the Transcultural Nursing Society’s official journal. As such, it promotes the culturally congruent care and research. While this journal would be a good match with my manuscript, my intention is to target readers (nurse educators) who may be less familiar with using culturally-associated learning activities. .


Focusing on Journal #1, post a link to the Author Guidelines using the journal’s website. 
	https://journals.lww.com/nurseeducatoronline/_layouts/15/1033/oaks.journals/informationforauthors.aspx



Focusing on Journal #1, retrieve and post a link to a published article that is similar in type to your proposed manuscript in the box below. Consider the tables, figures, or images included in this article for your own manuscript.  

	https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26001748
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27532677



With your proposed manuscript purpose and type in mind, draft an outline for your manuscript (i.e., I., A, B, C, II. A, B, C., III. A, B, C, etc. or just bullet points).  You can supply a more detailed outline if you please. 
	I.  Introduction 
A. Background and Significance 
B. Review of Literature 
C. Person Perception Process as Guiding Framework
D. Assessment of Need and Purpose 
II. Creation and Implementation of “First Impressions” 
A. Learning Setting 
B. Required Materials 
C. Time
D. Logistics 

E. Instructions for Implementation 
F. Debriefing 

III.  Evaluation of Learning Outcomes 
A. Student Perspectives
B. Faculty Perspectives 

IV.  Discussion 
A. Limitations 
B. Implications for Education, Practice, and Research 
V. Conclusions and Summary
References 


8. Propose 1 or 2 brief, yet creative titles for your manuscript. Make sure that the key variables of your manuscript are included.
     [Make sure that the key variables of your manuscript are included; Review approaches used by other authors in the journal for      

     possible ideas].
	First Impressions: A Visual Learning Activity for Strengthening Cultural Competence 

First Impressions: A Visual Learning Activity for Increasing Awareness of Stereotyping, Prejudice and Discrimination. 




9. Draft your communication (query) with the journal’s current Editor. Copy and paste your script in the box below. 

[Query should be brief addressed to the current journal Editor and include:] 

· Introduction (purpose & its match with journal mission)

· Body (background and significance of topic & why you?
· Conclusion (when manuscript will be ready & contact information]

	[Date] 

Dear Dr. Oermann: 

I am writing to determine your interest in my manuscript, “First Impressions: A Visual Learning Activity for Strengthening Cultural Competence” for Nurse Educator. Nurse educators are charged with helping students develop culturally competent nursing care and communicate and interact effectively with their patients and co-workers. Helping students become aware of their personal tendencies related to stereotyping, prejudice, and discrimination is often a challenging task that requires a safe learning environment and teaching-learning strategies that actively engage them in meaningful discussions.  I believe that my topic would be very appealing to readers of Nurse Educator as a practical and innovative teaching strategy. 

My paper describes the creation, implementation, and evaluation of a practical and cost-effective visual learning activity called “First Impressions” that provides a strategy to accomplish this goal. I have used this activity several times in a transcultural nursing course with undergraduate nursing students and have received their personal feedback about their experience combined with my observations.  My manuscript will be ready to submit to readers of Nurse Educator in six weeks. 
In closing, please let me know if you need additional information and look forward to your reply. I can be reached at lockhart@duq.edu . 

Sincerely,
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Joan Such Lockhart, PhD, RN, CNE, ANEF, FAAN

Professor and Director, MSN Nursing Education Track 

Duquesne University School of Nursing, Pittsburgh, PA 

600 Forbes Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15201
(W) 412-396-6540, lockhart@duq.edu 



10. Identify additional knowledge, skills, or resources that you may need to prepare your manuscript and how you will obtain them. 

[For example, searching the literature; creating figures and graphs; securing images and photos, seeking permission to reproduce figures; etc.] 
	Besides updating my literature review, I will need to: 1) confirm the appropriate use of images for readers to access when using the tool; 2) seek IRB permission to include student quotes in the evaluation feedback; and 3) refresh my knowledge of AMA style. 
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