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VARIANTS OF PYODERMA GANGRENOSUM

Subtype Morphology Common Locations Clinical Clues Associated Diseases

Ulcerative Purplish, rolled, undermined

border (gunmetal gray; see

Figure 1)

Lower extremities Rapid progression

violaceous,

undermined border

Inflammatory bowel disease,

arthritis, myeloproliferative,

other

Bullous Blisters on an inflammatory

base; often juicy red

plaques, nodules

Face, upper

extremities,

upper trunk

Superficial bulla with

blue-gray border

Myeloproliferative diseases

(mostly acute myelogenous

leukemia); rule out Sweet

syndrome, infections, drugs

Pustular Multiple, small, sterile

pustules

Legs, upper trunk Painful pustule with

red halo

Inflammatory bowel disease

Vegetative Superficial granulomatous-

like appearance

Trunk Superficial ulcer, no

violaceous border

Trauma induced, not usually

associated with systemic

disease, often self-healing

Peristomal Superficial ulcers with

red-purple border

Near stoma site Painful ulcer with

undermined

violaceous border

Inflammatory bowel disease;

removal or reversal of the

stoma may be associated

with resolution

Postsurgical Morphologic presentation

close to peristomal lesions

(see Figures 2 and 3)

Surgery site; mainly

breast and trunk

Rapid progression,

with active

undermining ulcer

Surgical procedures


