NHIS. The NHIS has data elements that describe environment, population characteristics, health behavior, and outcomes.   All NHIS data are self-report. CP is identified as a health condition. Data elements from the NHIS include physical and mental health status; chronic conditions and disabilities; access to and use of health care services; health insurance coverage; health-related behaviors; functional limitations and immunization, and community characteristics. Physical therapy is grouped with rehabilitation services.  
The sample is cross-sectional, and collected on an ongoing basis. Population consists of nationally representative sample of more than 87,000 children and adults who are non-institutionalized in the US. Public use and restricted license data sources are available for analyses. Researchers or health care professionals interested in analyzing specific research questions about the health of children in the US can easily access and use NHIS data sources. However, experienced health service researchers and statisticians may be needed. Requests can be made for restricted use data sources. Investigators must comply with procedures to become a NHIS collaborator for access to restricted sources of data.
The NHIS data have been used to identify the prevalence of developmental disabilities, including CP, over a 12 year period,


1 ADDIN EN.CITE  as well as health care use and functional limitations of children with developmental disabilities.


2 ADDIN EN.CITE  The NHIS data may be used to explore questions such as the percentage of children with CP who receive immunizations; prevalence of CP in different regions of the US; and mental health of youth with and without CP.
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