MEPS. The MEPS includes data on environment, population characteristics, health behaviors, and outcomes. Data are obtained via surveys of families and individuals, as well as their medical providers and employers across the US, with a focus on insurance coverage and medical cost. Household surveys include items about access to care, alternative or preventative care, physical (including self reported weight and functional abilities) and mental health conditions (CP), caregivers, illness impact, employment, health status, health insurance and coverage, health care utilization, and satisfaction with health insurance. 
The survey occurs on an annual basis and is derived from participants in the prior year’s NHIS. The survey data is cross-sectional, and includes five rounds of data collection- not all questions are included in each round. The MEPS website has publically available data files for download. Restricted data files are available to researchers with approved projects from the AHQR Data Center or at one of the Census Bureau’s Data Resource Centers. Publically accessible data does not include information about physical therapy services, and identification of children with CP must be derived from household items such as “central nervous system disorders” or “congenital condition”. MEPS data has been utilized to demonstrate an increased likelihood of adults with CP to have metabolic disease as compared to the general US population.1 Future inquires with the MEPS could include costs, access, and utilization of health care services of children with CP as compared to children with other health conditions. 
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