APPENDICES

Appendix 1. Flow chart of literature search
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Appendix 2 – Definitions of Loss to Follow up Used in Each Study

	Reference code
	Definition LTFU

	Botswana 1
	No definition provided

	Brazil 1
	No definition provided

	Cambodia 1
	>3 months late

	China 1
	Patients with no follow-up record within 3 months of 31 December 2010.

	Cote d'Ivoire 1
	No definition provided

	DRC 1
	Child withdrew from care or could not be located by three tracking attempts after a missed visit

	Ethiopia 1
	No definition provided

	Ethiopia 2
	No definition provided

	Ethiopia 3
	No definition provided

	Gambia 1
	No visit for at least 90 days beyond their last drug-refill visit

	India 1
	No definition provided

	Kenya 1
	No clinic visit for more than 6 months

	Kenya 2
	3 months without clinic visits if on cART with no information about vital status 

	Kenya 3
	No visit to for more than six months after their last visit

	Lesotho 1
	No definition provided

	Malawi 1
	No definition provided

	Malawi 2
	No definition provided

	Mali 1
	No definition provided

	Mozambique 1
	Last visit was more than 6 months before closure date for that site

	Mozambique 2
	No clinic visit for more than 6 months

	Nigeria 1
	No definition provided

	Rwanda 1
	No clinic, laboratory or pharmacy visit in 6 months before the date of database closure 

	Rwanda 2
	Not coming to their last scheduled visit for more than 2 months

	South Africa 1
	No definition provided

	South Africa 2
	Last clinic contact was >=6 months before database closure and not known to have died or transferred

	South Africa 3
	No definition provided

	South Africa 4
	No definition provided

	South Africa 5
	No definition provided

	South Africa 6
	No medicine collected for 3 months, despite tracing attempts and not known to have died or transferred

	South Africa 7
	No treatment collection for 3 consecutive months

	South Africa 8a
	Last visit was more than 6 months before database closure for the site

	South Africa 8b
	Last visit was more than 6 months before database closure for the site

	South Africa 8c
	Last visit was more than 6 months before database closure for the site

	South Africa 9
	>=3 months late for last scheduled consultation or medication pickup

	South Africa 10
	No definition provided

	Tanzania 1
	No clinic visit for more than 6 months

	Tanzania 2
	No definition provided

	Thailand 1
	Missed scheduled visit and no contact for 16 months

	Thailand 2
	>= 3 months late for a scheduled visit or coded by the provider as lost to follow-up

	Uganda 1
	No definition provided

	Vietnam 1
	No definition provided

	Vietnam 2
	No definition provided

	Zambia 1
	>=3 months late for last scheduled consultation or medication pickup before the 12-, 24-, or 36-month study endpoint but no confirmation of death 

	Zambia 2
	No definition provided

	Zimbabwe 1
	Last visit was >6 months before database closure date for the site


Appendix 3. Forest plots of retention by time period reported to at 12, 24 and 36 months on ART
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Appendix 4. Average retention at specified time points by region
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* Note: Y axis starts at 40%

Appendix 5. Weighted average attrition by duration of reporting
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