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Age, years Median (range) 38.00 (23.00, 66.00) 38.00 (23.00, 66.00) 0.707 38.00          
(23.00, 54.00) 

39.00             
(24.00, 61.00) 

40.00             
(29.00, 66.00) 

37.00       
(31.00, 54.00) 0.685 

Time from first HIV RNA < 400 
cp/mL, years Median (range) 4.52 (0.42, 8.36) 3.23 (0.67, 8.29) 0.004 2.52           

(0.67, 7.76) 
4.26              

(0.42, 7.51) 
3.77              

(0.97, 7.99) 
4.38          

(2.35, 7.15) 0.018 

HIV RNA, log10 copies/mL     
Median (range) 1.70 (1.70, 2.60) 1.70 (1.70, 2.60) 0.452 1.70           

(1.70, 2.60) 
1.70              

(1.70, 2.60) 
1.70              

(1.70, 2.10) 
1.70          

(1.70, 2.60) 0.529 

CD4 count, cell/mm3              
Median (range) 629.0 (155.0, 1470) 575.5 (159.0, 1591) 0.491 704.0         

(159.0, 1516) 
620.0             

(165.0, 1224) 
370.0             

(155.0, 1041) 
412.0       

(220.0, 1591) 0.120 

Triglycerides, mg/dL               
Median (range) 143.0 (52.00, 1298) 166.5 (25.00, 1226) 0.773 145.5          

(25.00, 1226) 
141.0            

(52.00, 1235) 
187.0             

(63.00, 448.0) 
132.0       

(65.00, 283.0) 0.909 

Total Cholesterol, mg/dL          
Median (range) 195.5 (68.00, 370.0) 201.0 (109.0, 297.0) 0.059 214.0          

(109.0, 286.0) 
195.5             

(137.0, 349.0) 
207.0             

(68.00, 252.0) 
204.5       

(147.0, 297.0) 0.434 

LDL, mg/dL Median (range) 123.0 (14.00, 202.0) 118.5 (60.00, 196.0) 0.662 119.0          
(73.00, 196.0)

113.0             
(51.00, 202.0)

119.0             
(70.00, 174.0)

140.0       
(98.00, 177.0) 0.801 

HDL, mg/dL Median (range) 48.00 (23.00, 78.00) 48.00 (22.00, 84.00) 0.809 50.50          
(22.00, 72.00) 

49.00             
(23.00, 78.00) 

52.00             
(45.00, 65.00) 

37.00       
(32.00, 61.00) 0.141 

Systolic Blood Pressure, mmHg 
Median (range) 120.0 (100.0, 150.0) 120.0 (60.00, 140.0) 0.856 122.5          

(105.0, 140.0) 
120.0             

(100.0, 150.0) 
120.0             

(110.0, 150.0) 
120.0       

(110.0, 140.0) 0.816 

 According to exposure to Abacavir According to group 

Characteristics Abacavir (n=100) Not Abacavir (n=61) p-value* Started ABC 
(n=35)

Kept on ABC 
(n=31)

Stopped ABC 
(n=11)

Off ABC 
(n=9) p-value* 

Female gender, n (%) 32 (34.4%) 14 (24.1%) 0.1782 10 (28.6%) 11 (35.5%) 4 (36.4%) 0 (0.0%) 0.2086 

Previous AIDS, n (%) 27 (29.0%) 12 (20.7%) 0.2498 6 (17.1%) 12 (38.7%) 4 (36.4%) 2 (22.2%) 0.2310 

Smoker, n (%) 
Yes 

Unknown 

46 (49.5%) 
7 (7.5%) 

31 (53.4%) 
0 (0.0%) 

0.0302 
 
 

 
18 (51.4%) 
0 (0.0%) 

 
15 (48.4%) 

0 (0.0%) 

 
5 (45.5%) 
0 (0.0%) 

 
7 (77.8%) 
0 (0.0%) 

0.4669 

Concomitant use of ARV, n (%)         

PI-class 
Thymidine analogues 

Lamivudine 
Didanosine 

12 (12.9%) 
72 (77.4%) 
82 (88.2%) 

2 (2.2%) 

21 (36.2%) 
52 (89.7%) 
44 (75.9%) 
14 (24.1%) 

0.0009 
0.0489 
0.0508 
0.0000 

13 (37.1%) 
35 (100.0%) 
26 (74.3%) 
7 (20.0%) 

5 (16.1%) 
22 (71.0%) 
28 (90.3%) 

0 (0.0%) 

3 (27.3%) 
9 (81.8%) 
10 (90.9%) 

0 (0.0%) 

2 (22.2%) 
8 (88.9%) 
8 (88.9%) 
2 (22.2%) 

0.2879 
0.0087 
0.2809 
0.0231 

* Likelihood Ratio Chi-Square test * Chi-Square test 
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* Wald t-test (linear regression in the raw scale) * Kruskal-Wallis test 

Supplemental table 1. Main characteristics of patients at the time of the first sample according to the exposure to abacavir (yes or no) and to the pattern of exposure (starting, stopping, 
continuing, off); the tests for statistical analysis are indicated below each section. 


