Supplemental Digital Content 1. 
Characteristics of ten treatment programs providing ART to children in South Africa, Malawi, Mozambique and Zimbabwe.

	Characteristic
	Gugulethu
	Harriet Shezi
	Khayelitsha
	McCord
	Rahima Moosa
	Red Cross
	Tygerberg
	Lighthouse
	Maputo
	Newlands

	Name of treatment program
	Gugulethu ART program
	Chris Hani Baragwanath hospital, Harriet Shezi Clinic
	Khayelitsha ART program
	McCord Hospital
	Rahima Moosa Mother and Child Hospital (formerly Coronation)
	Red Cross Children’s Hospital
	Tygerberg hospital
	Lighthouse Trust Clinic
	Paediatric day hospital
	Newlands clinic (formerly Connaught)

	Country (City)
	South Africa 
(Cape Town)
	South Africa (Soweto)
	South Africa 
(Cape Town)
	South Africa (Durban)
	South Africa (Johannesburg)
	South Africa 
(Cape Town)
	South Africa 
(Cape Town)
	Malawi 
(Lilongwe)
	Mozambique (Maputo)
	Zimbabwe 
(Harare)

	Level of care
	Primary
	All levels
	Primary
	Secondary
	All levels
	Tertiary
	Tertiary
	All levels
	All levels
	Primary

	Patients
	Children and adults
	Children only
	Children and adults
	Children and adults
	Children and pregnant women
	Children only
	Children and adults
	Children and adults
	Children only
	Children and adults

	Funding
	Public / governmental
	Public / governmental
	Public / governmental
	Private not for profit
	Public / governmental
	Public / governmental
	Public / governmental
	Public / governmental
	Public / governmental
	Private not for profit

	Main reasons for entry of patients in cohort
	Referral from other medical facilities, other family members attending the clinic
	From hospital wards, referral from other medical facilities, from TB program
	NA
	Spontaneous referral, other family members attending the clinic
	From hospital wards, tuberculosis program, orphans program
	Hospitalised children with severe OIs

or with advanced HIV infection
	Referral from other medical facilities, from clinical research center
	Voluntary counseling and testing, spontaneous referral
	From hospital wards, referral from other medical facilities
	Referral from other medical facilities, other family members attending the clinic

	Active tracing of patients
	Phone, home visit
	Phone, home visit, community-based
	Phone, adherence counselor
	Phone
	Phone
	Phone, home visit, community-based
	Phone, community-based
	Phone, home visit
	Home visit
	Phone, community-based

	Average waiting time to start ART (mo)
	1-1.5
	No waiting list
	1-1.5
	1-1.5
	No waiting list
	No waiting list
	1-2
	No waiting list
	No waiting list
	2-3

	Criteria for starting ART according to age group
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	<12 mo
	CD4% <20, WHO stage III/IV
	all
	CD4% <35 or CD4 cell count <1500, WHO stage II, III, IV
	CD4% <35, CD4 cell count <1500 or WHO stage II, III, IV
	CD4% <35
	all
	Depending on WHO stage (WHO stage IV: all), 
CD4% <20
	PCR-confirmed or presumed (WHO definition) HIV infection
	HIV-DNA PCR +
	All

	<5 years
	CD4% <15
	CD4% <20, WHO stage III/IV
	CD4% <20, WHO stage III/IV
	CD4% <20 or WHO stage III/IV
	CD4% < 20, WHO stage III/IV
	CD4 criteria and WHO clinical
	CD4% <15
	
	CD4% <20
	CD4% <20

	> 5 years
	CD4% <15
	CD4% <15
	WHO stage III/IV, CD4 <15% or CD4 cell count <200
	CD4% <15, or CD4 <200, or WHO stage III/IV
	CD4% <15%, WHO stage III/IV
	
	
	
	CD4% <15, CD4 cell count <200
	CD4 cell count <350


Abbreviations: ART, antiretroviral therapy; NA, not available; OI, opportunistic infection
