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At the further suggestion of reviewers, the data was re-analyzed into 3 groups rather than 4.  One group received no blood products.  The boundary between the other two groups was suggested as 6 units, as other workers in this field suggest that blood transfusion has an adverse effect which is dose-dependant below this exposure level.  

Group A, no transfusion, has 699 subjects (80 died during the study), group B, 1-5 units transfused has 563 subjects (107 died during the study), Group C, 6 or more units, has 313 subjects (79 died during the study).

Cox proportional hazards regression model with 3 transfused groups.  


HR
95% CI of HR
Z-statistic
Chi square
p

Age (/yr)
1.06
1.04-1.9
5.7
32
<0.0001

Male gender
1.19
0.88-1.6
1.1
1.3
0.26
Poor LV function
1.55
1.17-2.0
3.1
9.5
0.002
CVD
2.09
1.4-3.1
3.8
14
0.0002

Diabetes
1.34
1.02-1.8
2.0
4.2
0.04

Hypertension
1.03
0.80-1.3
0.2
0.04
0.84
COPD
1.68
1.2-2.4
2.9
8.7
0.0032

eCC (/ml/min/m2)
0.98
0.97-1.00
-2.2
5.1
0.02
Mammary conduit
0.60
0.44-0.80
-3.5
12
0.0006
Prolonged bypass
0.89
0.68-1.2
-0.9
0.8
0.38
Offpump
0.62
0.32-1.2
-1.4
1.9
0.16
Transfusion status, compared to group A
Group B, 1-5 units
1.02
0.75-1.40
0.14
0.02
0.89
Group C, >5 units
1.14
0.80-1.63
0.73
0.6
0.46
n=1841 with 266 deaths during the study.

Anemia is hemoglobin concentration less than 120 g/L for females, 130 g/L for males; COPD - history of chronic pulmonary disease requiring treatment; CVD - history of stroke, transient ischemic attack, or the presence of a hemodynamically significant carotid stenosis; eCC - estimated creatinine clearance; HR - hazard ratio; prolonged bypass is bypass time greater than 80 min; Offpump - surgery performed without cardiopulmonary bypass. 

Note that a Bonferroni correction is not required in this table.  
