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Supplemental Digital Appendix 1  
 
Factor Analysis to Examine the Constructs of Evaluation Items by Clerkships at the University of 
Alabama at Birmingham School of Medicine, 2015-2017: Rotated Factor Loadings and Unique 
Variancesa 
 

Internal Medicine 
Evaluation Item Factor 1 Factor 2 Uniqueness 
Knowledge 0.7244 0.2121 0.4302 
Interviewing skills 0.7378 0.2537 0.3912 
Physical exam skills 0.7307 0.1969 0.4272 
Presentation skills 0.7245 0.3092 0.3795 
Clinical reasoning 0.7492 0.2550 0.3737 
Ward/clinic duties 0.5759 0.5252 0.3926 
Record keeping 0.6789 0.2369 0.4830 
Dependability 0.2868 0.7822 0.3059 
Response to feedback 0.2524 0.7901 0.3121 
Patient interactions 0.2551 0.7901 0.3106 
Team interaction 0.2537 0.8410 0.2284 

 
Surgery 

Evaluation Item Factor 1 Factor 2 Uniqueness 
Knowledge 0.7591 0.2879 0.3408 
Interviewing skills 0.7463 0.3365 0.3298 
Physical exam skills 0.7637 0.2342 0.3619 
Presentation skills 0.7751 0.3085 0.3041 
Clinical reasoning 0.7637 0.2861 0.3349 
Ward/clinic duties 0.6782 0.4586 0.3298 
Procedures 0.7359 0.2573 0.3923 
Record keeping 0.7083 0.4044 0.3347 
Dependability 0.3560 0.8135 0.2115 
Response to feedback 0.3015 0.8489 0.1885 
Patient interactions 0.3360 0.8325 0.1940 
Team interaction 0.3311 0.8624 0.1466 

 
Pediatrics 

Evaluation Item Factor 1 Factor 2 Uniqueness 
Knowledge 0.6921 0.1761 0.4899 
Interviewing skills 0.7368 0.2634 0.3877 
Physical exam skills 0.7186 0.2258 0.4326 
Presentation skills 0.7423 0.2669 0.3778 
Clinical reasoning 0.7303 0.3096 0.3708 
Ward/clinic duties 0.5316 0.5639 0.3994 
Record keeping 0.6722 0.2826 0.4683 
Dependability 0.3184 0.8166 0.2319 
Response to feedback 0.2301 0.8358 0.2485 
Patient interactions 0.2922 0.8136 0.2527 
Team interaction 0.2647 0.8276 0.2451 

aFactor loading > 0.40 shaded and bolded (see Method for details). 


