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Figure Legends:

Figure 1: Comparison between hospital-specific rates of preoperative medical consultation versus anesthesia consultation.

Rates of preoperative consultation (per 1,000 procedures) for major elective noncardiac surgery, as performed by internal medicine specialists (y-axis) or anesthesiologists (x-axis). These rates represent hospital-specific rates at 79 hospitals in Ontario, Canada for the period between 1 April 2004 and 28 February 2009. There was no significant correlation between medical and anesthesia consultation rates within the same institution (Pearson R, 0.13; CI, -0.10 to 0.34; P = 0.13).

Figure 2: Hospital-specific rates of preoperative medical consultation for major orthopedic surgery (total hip replacement or total knee replacement).

Rates of preoperative medical consultation (per 1,000 procedures) for major orthopedic surgery (total hip replacement or total knee replacement) at 55 hospitals in Ontario, Canada between 1 April 2004 and 28 February 2009. The hospitals presented here are those that annually performed at least 10 relevant procedures during the study period. The circles are point estimates, while the lines are exact binomial 95% confidence intervals. The dashed horizontal line is the mean hospital-specific consultation rate.

Figure 3: Hospital-specific rates of preoperative medical consultation for large bowel resection surgery.

Rates of preoperative medical consultation (per 1,000 procedures) for large bowel resection surgery at 75 hospitals in Ontario, Canada between 1 April 2004 and 28 February 2009. The hospitals presented here are those that annually performed at least 10 relevant procedures during the study period. The circles are point estimates, while the lines are exact binomial 95% confidence intervals. The dashed horizontal line is the mean hospital-specific consultation rate.
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Figure 3
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