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Table 1.  Articles excluded.

	Author
	Year
	Reason for exclusion

	Brock
	2008
	complications not reported, only clinical outcomes

	Ruetten
	2008
	endoscopic procedure, not minimal access

	Zhou 
	2008
	YESS technique is an endoscopic internal disc decompression technique rather than a true microdiscectomy. 

	Katayama
	2006
	comparison of 2 non-minimally invasive techniques (standard discectomy versus microdiscetomy)

	Saraph
	2004
	ALIF series

	Toyone 
	2004
	Data presented did not segment by treatment group for complications


Table 2.  Level of evidence for therapeutic studies comparing minimal access tubular assisted surgery with standard or conventional access surgery in patients receiving thoracolumbar decompression or fusion
	Methodological Principle
	Arts

2009
	Bagan 2008
	German 2008
	Harrington 2008
	Khoo 2002
	Park 2007
	Rahman 2008
	Righesso 2007
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	Wu 2006
	Ryang 2008
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	Evidence Level
	I
	III
	III
	III
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	II
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*control group was not concurrent

†applies to randomized controlled trials only

‡stratified based on surgery levels and history of prior lumbar surgery

